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PHILIPPINE LEADER APPROVES ARAB BANK 


London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 p 53 


[Text ] 
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President Marcos. the Philippine leader. 
“has approved in principle the establish- 
ment of an Arab-funded Islamic Development 
Bank in the Philippines. most probably in the 
majority Mushm-inhabited areas in Minda- 
nao. Sources within the Philippine National 
Bank revealed to Arabia that Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and some other Gulf states are in- 
volved in the project. which 1s at present being 
negotiated in detail by the interested parties. 
It is hoped the Bank wouid eventually aid the 
development of the primarily southern Mus- 
lim-populated areas of the archipelago and 
also serve other development projects in the 
country. 

News of the approval of setting up an 
Islamic development bank follows the visit of 
the Mavor of Jeddah. Sheikh Muhammad 
Said Hassan Farsi. to the Philippines recently 
where he acknowledged the considerable help 
rendered by Filipino workers to Saudi Arabia. 
These workers’ estimated $1] bn in remittances 
are. in the words of the Philippines Labour 
Minister. Blas Pole. an economic “lifesaver.” 
The Mavor. it 1s reported. has decided against 
hiring Indonesian workers and has agreed to 
negotiate the hiring of Muslim-Filipino techni- 
cians instead. 

The establishment of the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank was also discussed by the Mavor of 
Jeddah tn a meeting with President Marcos. 
who welcomed growing cconomice and politic: 
alties with Saudi Arabia. Philsppine Muslim 
circles have cautiously welcomed the 
unnouncement. but sull remember a similar 
venture which was proposed a few years ago 
but never materialised. They realise negotia- 
bons are at an early stage and that the issue 
could be politically sensitive and have adopted 
a wait-and-see attitude. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


WIDENING ROLE OF IDB DISCUSSED 


London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 p 52 





(Text ] 


, The Jeddah-based Islamic Development 

’ Bar! ss seeking to strengthen its contacts 
with mercial Islamic banks. The IDB 
already holds a 15 per cent stake in the Islamic 
Bank of Bahrain - a holding it acquired as 
part of its policy of taking equity in appropri- 
ate companies and institutions - and, despite 
its own role as an aid agency, has also taken 
an active interest in other commercial Islamic 
banks. Now, however, following a recent tour 
of Islamic banks in the Gulf by IDB vice- 
president Dr Meenai. specific forms of coop- 
eration are being discussed. These would in- 
clude co-financing of projects and the placing 
of deposits by the commercial Islamic banks 
with the IDB. This latter step has, in fact, 
already been taken by the Kuwait Finance 
House. 

The idea of the IDB welcoming additional 
funds may seem somewhat anomalous, given 
that the Bank originally resorted to financing 
foreign trade as a means of deploying surplus 
funds which could not be channelled into 
equity capital or project loans straight away. 
According to Dr Meenai, however, the IDB is 
exploring this form of cooperation with the 
commercial Islamic banks primarily as an 
experiment at this stage. Foreign trade financ- 
ing has proved so successful and is increasing 
at such a pace, he says. that the Bank may 
reach the point where its resources for this 
purpose would be stretched. “It is worthwhile 
therefore for the Bank to examine a mode of 
mobilisation. because of the benefits in the 
long term.” 

The experiment also appears to fit in with 
the Bank's ideas for future development, 
which include the creation of a trading affili- 
ate. The affiliate. which could perhaps take 
over the trade financing function, would have 
the capacity to actually take delivery of cer- 
tain commodities, thereby making the trans- 
action “more physical” than at present, 


Meenai said. 

In addition the IDB is keen to compare 
notes with the commercial Islamic banks on 
the question of project appraisal. “They oper- 
ate at the local level, so it's good to be in 
contact,” Meenai explained. “We also want to 
see what we can offer them.” 

These closer contacts come at a time when 
the Bank is just analysing an in-house evalua- 
tion of its performance over the past five 
years. and working out recommendations for 
future activities. One possibility now under 
consideration is to take foreign trade financ- 
ing a Stage further. by promoting member 
countries’ exports. as opposed fo simply 
assisting them with imports. Th. ‘rst stage 
would be to study relevant countries export 
potential. 

At present IDB advisers admit that the role 
of foreign trade financing in actually promot- 
ing trade among Muslim countries should not 
be exaggerated. Potential importers are 
advised to explore the possibilities for import- 
ing the required commodity from another 
Muslim country but the latter would have to 
be able to provide the goods on at least 
identical terms in order to be selected. since 
the IDB does not positively discriminate in 
favour of imports from member states. Never- 
theless the Bank would like to create addition- 
al trade within the Muslim world and the 
proposed export promotion studies could help 
in this respect. 

All of which suggests that foreign trade 
financing by the IDB 1s well past the stage of 
being a temporary measure to absorb surplus 
funds and is here to stay. A cumulative list of 
all IDB operations just published shows the 
importance of this type of funding: by Decem- 
ber 1981 it had accounted for some $1.Sbn 
worth of loans, representing exactly 67.3 per 
cent of all operations. 

The IDB's President. Dr Ahmad Ali. told 
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Arabia in Riyadh that financing for this pur- 
pose was currently heading for an annual level 
of about $450m. The amount allocated for 
1982 may change as a percentage of overall 
operations, but he hoped it would not decline 
in absolute terms. It appears that the main 
constraint on foreign trade financing arises 
not from policy or the availability of funds but 
from the creditworthiness of potential benefi- 
caries, 

With a short-term, rotating activity such as 
foreign trade financing there 1s no question of 
rescheduling the debt. so the IDB has to take 
care to avoid over-concentration on certain 
members. Dr Meenai explained that this was 
ultimately in the interests of the recipients 
themselves since the Bank needed the money 
back to fund development projects. If indi- 
vidual countries were to borrow tow much. he 
said, they would become ineligible for project 
finance. 

One of the other bottlenecks pinpointed by 
IDB spokesmen is that of manpower. The 
Bank has been happy to co-finance projects 
with other aid agencies in the early vears but 1s 
anxious now to build up the capacity to iden- 
tify more projects on its own. There are times. 
for example. when the Bank has to decline 
Participation in certain projects. such as 
hotels, because they are not in accordance 
with an Islamic lifestyle. As Dr Ahmad Al 
says. vou rarely find a hotel without a bar. 

In order to incr. se the number of people 
trained in the pr ciples of Islamic banking 
and economics. the IDB is helping to set up a 
training institute. Providing a suitable build- 
ing in Jeddah has been acquired by August. 
the institute could start functioning this au- 
tumn. Dr Sam Homoud, formerly General 
Manager of the Jordan Islamic Bank. will be 
directing the new institute which. assuming 
one student is sent by every member of the 
IDB. could start off with some 40 students. In 
some respects it would complement the Inter- 
national Institute for Islamic Banking and 
Economics in Cyprus (see Issue 6 p&&) since it 
would cater for public sector emplovees while 
the latter is geared to the private sector. 
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BRIEFS 


ICC MEETS IN SENEGAMBIA--Delegates from 17 African states, attending the sec- 
ond conference of the Islamic Coordination Council for Africa in Dakar, Sene- 
gal, recently, urged education ministers of Muslim countries “to take concrete 
measures to popularise the language of the Quran (Arabic) in Muslim countries 
and to meet regularly to discuss progress" towards that goal. The three-day 
conference was inaugurated by President Abdou Diouf of Senegal. He appealed 
to the Muslim organisations of Africa to coordinate their activities in tak- 
ing the message of Islam to the far-flung areas of the continent. Sheikh Har- 
akan, secretary of the Muslim World League, asked the governments to extend 
moral and material support to promote and strengthen Islamic dawah activities 
in Africa. The Council also discussed problems of coordination between dawah 
activities, religious education in Africa and the Muslim media. It recommen- 
ded that religious education should be made part of the school curriculun. 
Chairman of the Council, Mustafa Cisse, said that the third conference will 

be held in Mali som. [Text] [London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 p 41] 
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OPEC AFFAIRS 


WELL-BEING OF OIL PRODUCERS TIED TO WEST'S ECONOMIC CONDITION 
London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 pp 50-51 


[Interview with Zaki Yamani by Naomi Sakr, date and place not given: "Sheikh 
Yamani Says OPEC Strategy Must Cover 30 Years") 


[Text] [Question] If Opec is going to maintain an oil price freeze wntil the 
end of 1982, can the long-term strategy (for oil prices) come into force be- 
fore then? 


[Answer] The long-term strategy does not only cover a couple of years. It's 
for at least two or three decades. We should not be in a hurry. We spent 
more than three years drafting proposals for a long-term strategy, but then 
discovered sO many changes in the oil business that we now have to conduct 
new studies. These will take time. You cannot do it ovemight, especially 
when there are so many uncertainties that even the oil companies change their 
forecasts almost every month. First, we need to construct a solid base on 
which to lay the foundations of a long-term strategy. That is what the com- 
mittee is doing now. 


[Question] Has the Saudi position regarding the formula for oil pricing 
changed very much? 


[Answer] I think everybody has altered his position with regard to that ‘for- 
mula, not only the Saudis. For instance, the countries who opposed the for- 
mula, such as Algeria, are now trying to get it accepted. Other countries, 
including Saudi Arabia, think that the formula is inapplicable because it was 
based on a price of $14 a barrel. Now the price is $34 and the supply and de- 
mand position is completely different. 


[Question] Do you have any specific suggestions as to what the formula should 
look like? 


[Answer] We can take a decision without a formula, as we have done in the 
past. Opec has not been working according to a formula since we first took 
the matter of pricing into our hands in 1973. 




















You don’t see the long-term strategy as having 
very high priority at the moment? 

I think the priority 1s there, the urgent need is 
there, but noi at the expense of a good 
strategy. We have to finish our studies as 
quickly as possible and present the proposals. 


How long do you think that could take? 

If it were up to me I would like it finished this 
year. But sometimes consultants cannot give 
you information as quickly as you would like. 


If one has to choose between Opec unity on the 
one hand and regular price increases together 
with what you consider to be a reasonable 
price for the industrialised countries on the 
other, which is Saudi Arabia’s highest 
priority? 

It's as if you're asking me to choose between 
my right eye and my left eye. 


But the choice has been there in th > past year. 
We were always in a position to agree. It's 
true that during the chaos in the market after 
the Iranian revolution we were not able to 
unify the price of oil, everybody was able to 
raise his price 


Given the state of the market at the moment, 
the bargaining power that Opec used to have in 
terms of offering secure oil supplies to the West 
seems no longer available in the short term. 

In the short term this is true, to some extent, 
because there is surplus capacity within Opec. 
Therefore we don't have that bargaining pow- 
er. Nevertheless, this is only temporary; the 
major consumers know for sure that later on 
they will have to come back to Opec. 


If the North-South talks were to get off the 
ground again, what would Opec have to offer 
the Third World? 

The future ability to increase or decrease 
supplies. If a country knows that tomorrow it 
will have that power, and tomorrow is not far 
away. then itis in a position to bargain. 


Would Saudi Arabia be prepared to take part 
in production programming within Opec? 

No. Under present circumstances we do not 
think we will ever associate ourselves with any 
production programme. If we have a formula 
which we can accept and it calls for some sort 
of arrangement with regard to production, 
only during certain periods and for an obvious 
reason. then we would agree 


What is Saudi Arabia's maximum sustainable 
capacity at the moment? Has there been any 
change in the last vear? 

No. no change In order to reach a precise 
level that vou could call vour maximum sus- 
turnable capacity you would have to produce 
at that level and be sure there were no tech- 
nical problems. We produced for some time at 





10.5-10.6m barrels a day and we had no 
problems whatsoever. So we know our max- 
imum sustainable capacity is above that level. 


What do you say to critics of that high level of 
production, who claim it could endanger Saudi 
Arabia's long-term recovery rates? 

This is definitely nonsense. Technically the 
recovery factor was not and will not be 
affected by the level of production. This is our 
responsibility and the technical department in 
this ministry is working very hard observing 
every single well. If we notice any remote 
possibility that the recovery factor will be 
affected we immediately act, to be on the safe 
side. even if we feel there is no need. This is a 
point on which we do not compromise. We 
always take a very rigid position. 


Is it likely that there could be some exploration 
activity in the Kingdom soon, with companies 
other than Aramco? 

No. First, we want to finish the seismic survey 
which we are doing ourselves, and then, in the 
light of our findings, we will take our decision. 


How long could this take? 

We are not in a hurry, but we are doing our 
work. You see you shed some light on one 
area and then you find a structure. You 
cannot tell how long the work will take, since 
it all depends on what you find. 


On the subject of Gulf cooperation, what 
practical, physical forms could oil cooperation 
take among the six members of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council? Are joint pipelines on (he 
agenda? 

We 1n the oil sector want to work together in 
the field of industry, commerce arid policy. So 
pipelines could be one of the areas where we 
cooperate among ourselves — and refineries 
We are going to have a meeting to discuss 
all these things, and that may be followed by 
other meetings and may also be followed by 
committees to discuss specific items that arise. 


There was talk of a pipeline from Saudi Ara- 
bia’s eastern province to the east coast of the 
UAE, avoiding the Strait of Hormuz. 

This was one of the suggestions. 


Is there anything specific that you would like to 
see achieved in Gulf oil cooperation? 

Yes, we want to unify our positions, to make 
the most out of our Council in collective 
bargaining with customers, with blocs, such as 
the EEC. 


Bargaining over what? 
Trade. 


You mean markets for your petrochemicals? 
Why not? You said it. 


In the mid to late 1970s you used to speak 
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optimistically about oil consery ation and about 
new energs technologies such as fusion. stres- 
sing Opec’s role in promoting alternative 
sources of energy. It seems now that the situa- 
tion ts very diflerent and that the top priority is 
now to keep the oil market healthy for a long 
time to come. Is it true to say there has been a 
shift? 

There was no emphasis on new technology 
to find an alternative source of energy which 
would entirely replace oil Even at that time 
we did not concentrate on that. knowing 
thata breakthrough was not expected even by 
the end of the “80s. Even when it does take 
place. it wall need a minimum of 10 years’ lead 
time. Besides. you have to change so man, 
industrial plants and machines. 

There was so much emphasis on conven- 
tional sources ot energy: coal, for instance, 
which comes first, and next to that, nuclear 
power and other sources of energy. Now we 
think that, with the price increases of 1979 and 
}Y80, the pricing mechanism has already done 
the job for us. 

There 1s a lot of conservation. The amount 
of coal being used nght now, or which will be 
used over the coming few years, will reduce 
the pressure. The low level of demand cannot 
be attributed entirely to conservation. Part of 
it 1s caused by recession and another part by 
substitution. For instance, we in Saudi Arabia 
were asked to increase our production level. 
Some people were thinking of 14-16m bpd. 
which we were not prepared to do: so we were 
one of those who advocated conservation and 
substitution 

But now we are not worried. | think we will 
produce within the level which we want to 
produce. We will probably be asked on occa- 
sion to imcrease production on a temporary 
basis, and this we can do, but we don't want to 
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On a permanent basis. 


So the mechanism open to you to keep the 
market healthy in the long term ... 

| think it will be kept healthy. What's happen- 
ing now is a temporary phenomenon. We are 
almost sure the surplus will be eliminated 


This winter will help see to that. 

This winter will increase fuel oi! cou.sumption 
and help the price of fuel oil which was 
deteriorating. However. the major factor will 
be recovery in the American economy and the 
rest of the OECD. Another thing we will soon 
discover is that these people who are putting 
so much emphasis on coal will be dis 
appointed, because there are so many restric- 
tions they will face. Coal 1s now very competi- 
tive with fuel oil but the gap is narrowing step 
by step. On one side the price of fuel oil is 
coming down in real terms for a variety of 
reasons — not only freezing the price of oil but 
even reducing the price of heavy crude. On 
the other side the price of coal will be ginng 
up. because .ou need a huge investment in 
infrastructure. 1n mining and so on, which will 
be reflected in the ultimate price of coal. The 
environment is also an extremely important 
issue. Chancellor Schmidt raised the alarm at 
the Ottawa summit last vear. The effect of the 
continued use of coal on the atmosphere 1s 
extremely dangerous. The damage cannot be 
repaired 


Finally, what is the exact situation regarding 
signing the takeover agreement with Aramco? 
it has not been signed yet because we are 
doing our homework. We want to have Saud) 
staff. When we establish our national o1| 
company we don’t want to do things only on 
paper. We want to have a real national oll 
company. This is what we are doing and both 
parties are happy 














BOMBING OF QANDAHAR TERMED ANTI-ISLAMIC 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 30 Mar 82 p 3 


[Article: 


[Te xt } 


“Sovietizing Afghanistan to Neutralize Islam"] 


The heavy bombing of Kandahar hy the Soviet forces last 


January has caused the deaths of hundreds of innocent men, 
women and children. The bombing followed increased activity 
by the mujahideen in the old city of Kandahar and the 
surrounding areas, where most of the poorer Afghans live. 

The Russians moved into Afghanistan in December 1979 with 
85,000 troops to protect the Marxist regime of Babrak Karmal. 
Despite massive efforts to consolidate their position, Soviet 
control does not extend beyond Kabul, a handful of other 
garrison towns and a few major highways. Even in these areas 
control passes to the hands of the mujahideen at nightfall. The 
bombing of Kandahar fits into a pattern. From the Russian 
point of view it dest’ ved the bases of the mujahideen, 
eliminated most of their supporters, and provided a respite for- 
their - and token day-time control over the provincial 

ital. 

ese Operations are now carried out entirely by Russian 
troops. The Afghan army, which had 80,000 men at the time of 
the invasion. has now dwindled to about 29.000 because of 
casualties, desertions and defections. Recruitment is now 
entirely by forcible conscription, with able-bodied men being 
rounded up and posted to areas far away from their home 
towns. This has had the effect of polarizing the conflict as one 
between the Soviet Union and the Afghan Muslims. 

While the Russians struggle to keep the skeleton of the 
Afghan ruling party as a cover, the country is run by Russian 
civilian ‘advisers’ and the military, who hold key posts in all 
areas of Government almost completely. They control al] the 


ministries, as well as the judiciary, communications facilities © 


and the media. They are busy shaping these institutions on the 
Soviet models. 

A growing number of Afghan men and women are being 
taken to the Soviet Union for education and training. The hope 
is that if the army can remain in control until a generation of 
Afghans with an ideological commitment to Soviet rule is ready, 
then the resistance to the occupation can be safely dissipated. 

The number of Soviet casualties is hard to determine in the 
absence of official = Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, the leader of 
the Hizb-e-Islam: Afghanistan, put the number of Soviet losses 


at 20,000 in November 1980. Other reports also suggest a high 
figure for the losses. During 1980, the coffins of Russian soldiers 
used to be taken back and laid in state at the local school hail. 
But as the number of the dead, often called ‘Afghan preserves’ 
by the disgruntied soldiers, soared, this practice was aban- 


AFGHANISTAN 
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doned. Now the bodies are not taken home for burial, and the 
dead are not honored in their own country. Families who hold 
memonial services for their dead are summoned by tne KGB 
and warned to keep quiet about what has happened. 

When a soldier dies the Soviet Ministry of Defense only tells 
his family that he has ‘fallen in the performance of his 
international duties’ or that he has ‘entered for ever on the roll 
of the-regiment’. The media also underplays the role of the 
Soviet troops in Afghanistan. They emphasize that ‘our boys” 
are there in a ‘strictly defensive’ capacity. Recently, the armed 
forces newspaper Red Star told the anxiously inquiring mothers 
of soldiers serving in Afghanistan that the worst problem their 
sons would encounter was ‘climatic conditions’. 

The mujahideen see their struggle ultimately linked with the 
fate of 50 million Muslims now under the direct subjugation of 
Moscow. These Muslims are being inspired by the Afghan jehad 
and the Islamic Revolution in Iran. This dimension of the 
Afghan jehad against superpower hegemony also explains the 
brutal responses hey are drawing from the Soviet Union. 














ECONOMY REGISTERS INCREASES IN CAPACITY, PRODUCTION 


Oil Storage 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 30 Mar 82 p l 


(Text ] 


MAZARE SHARIF, Ma- 
rch 30 (Bakhtar).— The do- 
cuments pertaining to the 
delivery of the petroleum 


storage expansion project 
at Hairatan Port, with the 
capacity of over 9,000,000 


litres, were signed and ex- 
changed between the rep- 
resentatives of the Oil and 
Sugar Department and 
Tsovetmet Prom-Export of 
the Soviet Union in a cere- 
mony in Mazare-Sharif yes- 
terday. 


The ceremony was_atten- 
ded by the secretary and 
members of the Provincial 
Committee, Governor and 
Director-General of Oil and 
Sugar Directorate of Balkh 
Province. Fhe document- 
were signed by the’ vice- 
president for technical affa- 
irs of the Oil and Sugar 
Department and the assis- 
tant economic counsellor 
of the Soviet embassy in 
Kabul. 


A source of the Oil and 
Sugar Directorate of Balkh 
Province said that the con- 


10 


struction work of  petrole- 
um storage expansion pro- 
ject had begun two years 
ago and was completed on 
Hamal 8 last year (March 
28, 1981) and was submitt- 
ed to the Afghan side after 
the completion of one year 
guaranteed trial period yes- 
terday. 


The source added that 
the petroleum storage capa- 
city has been increased by 
5,000 cubic metres, which 
now can store over 9,000,000 
litres of oil. 

The source’ further said 
that the delivery capacity 
has been raised to 2.25 as 
compared to the year 1358 
H.S. The oil needs of the 
country will be partially su- 
pplemented from _ this _so- 
urce, —_ 

The source said that the 
expansion project was cons- 
tructed at the cost of 85.000 
dollars from the gid of the 
friendly country Soviet 
Union and Afs 25,000,000 
from the state developme- 


ntal budget by the Afghan 
and Sovict experts. 


AFGHANISTAN 








Book Publishing 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 27 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] 


“With the establishme- 
nt of the exhibition cum 
bookstalls under the slog- 
an of (Book for Peace and 
Progress) and further eq- 
uipping the city kiosks 
called “Baihaqi Pluranzai’, 
the Baihagi Book Publi- 
shing and Procurement 
Institute has made great 
strides forward in consol- 
idating the foundation 
for a flourishing bouok pu- 


blishing industry in the 
country. 
The Baihagi Book Pu- 


blishing and Procureme- 
nt Institute began its 
functions in 1357 HLS. 
as a government enterpr- 
ise and so far has publis- 
hed and procured ,»numer- 
ous useful books that are 
in great demand by the 
public. Thus it has rende- 
red a significant service 
in dessimination of ‘progr- 
essive knowledge and id- 
eas among the masses of 
the country.” 


Stating the above’ in 
an interview with the 
Kabul New Times _ repo- 
rter, Mohammad Anwar 
Noomyalai, President of 
the Baihagi Book Publ- 
ishing and Procurement In- 
stitute said, “Introduction 
of modern working sys- 
tem, utilisation of tae ex- 


periences gained by the 
institute, carrying out 
studies pertaining  selec- 


tion, ordering and organ- 


ising efficient distribut- 
ion of books. launching 
of advertising campaig- 
ns for boosting the sale 


of books and other read- 
ing materials procured by 
this institute, have had 


significant effect in the 
successful implementation 
of the development plans 
of the institute. 

Likewise, the _institu- 
te in an effort to properly 
organise its affairs and 
expand the scope of its 
activities has, attracted a 
number of local book st- 
ores in the city to sell 
the Institute’s books on 
commission basis. Estab-. 
lishing of mobile book- 
Stalls during conferences, 
in the meetings, in the 
gatherings, opening mob- 
ile books stalls in the se 
hools, institutions and cu- 
ltural organisations, in 
different parts of the ci- 
ty, and distribution of th- 
ousands of valuable _ bo- 
oks, previously procured 
by the institute but du- 
mped in an inorderly con- 
dition in the godown of 
the institute, are some 
of the other activities ca- 
rried out by the Baihaqi 
Book Publishing and Pr- 
ocurement Institute, he 
added. 

At the same time, int- 
roduction of new accoun- 
ting documents and _ bo- 
ok catalogues, book regis- 
tration cards and other 
renovation in the admin- 
istration system, elimin- 
ation of the past bureau- 
cratic system of admini- 
stration which obstructed 
smooth administrative 
works, are examples of 
other useful and constru- 
Cuve acuivities carried out 
by the institute since the 
beginning of the year 13- 
59 HS. 

Creation and organising 
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of a modern godown wi- 
th the numbering system 
which is quite new in our 
country, further strength- 
ening and modernisation 
of the main and city bra- 
nch stores of the institute 
with the slogan of “Book 
for Peace and Progress” 
are examples of the insti- 
tute’s desire for offering 
wide service to the pe»- 
ple of the country. 

In addition, the Baiha- 
qi Bodk Publishing and 
Procurement Institute, 
beside procuring books 
from foreign sources, al- 
so publishes books inside 
the country. During the 
year 1359-1360 despite the 
limited financial possib- 
ilities, the institute publ- 
ished fifteen titles with 
circulation of over  fiftv 
thousand copies for the 
young generation of the 
country, in Pashtu and 
Dari languages. Also, the 
calendar for the year 
1361 was published more 
than one and ha nths 
before the advent of the 
new year, which is unpre- 
cedented since the esta- 
blishment of this institu- 
te, he said. 

Elaborating further, 
Noomyalai said, the Bai- 
haqi Pluranzai, which is 
the most modern book 
store in the city, has in its 
store, the most valuable 
and most useful works 
for sale. The books of 
this store are sold at 
the lowest prices. Over 
one hundred thousand va- 
luable books in twentv di- 
fferent scientific fields 
were supplied during the 














year 1360 H.S. and a con- 
siderable number of them 
have already been sold. 
At present, he added, 
because of certain limit- 
ed possibilities, the inst- 
itute has no branches in 
the provinces, but it is 
planned to open such br- 
anches and_ stores in the 
provinces and localities to 
serve our people, through 
providing them with boo- 


ks and other reading ma- 


terials, 
The Baihaqi Book Pub- 


lishing and Procureme- 
nt Institute employs 67 
professional and admin- 
istrative personnel. 
Mohammad Anwar No- 
omyalai said, the Baih- 
aqi Book Publishing and 
Procurement Institute 
is also offering its serv- 
ices to those individuals 
who may wish to publish 
their works at their own 
expense. Such services is 
provided under a contr- 


act and advance payme- 
nt. 


Coal Mining 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 29 Mar 82 p 3 


[Te xt ] 


The plan tor the current 
Afghan year 1361 envisages 
the extraction of 130,090 
tons of coal from various 
coal mines in the country. 
The coal mined during the 
first ten months of last 
Afghan year shows an_inc- 
rease of 116 per cent com- 
pared to 1359. During the 
same period the volume of 
sale jumped up by 20 per 
cent. 

The above was stated by 
Eng. Mohammad _ Hassan 
Osman, head of the Kabul 
Coal Bricket Factory dur- 
ing an interview with the 
reporter of the Kabul New 
Times. While attributing 
this achievements to hard 
work and perseverance of 
the miners, he added that 
proceeding from this suc- 
cess, the management plans 
to extract 130,000 tons in 
the current year, which co- 
mpared to 1360 plan. target. 
20,000 tons more coal will 
be extracted. 

As is planned, Eng Osm- 
an added, of the total out- 
put, 25,000 tons coal will be 
distributed for consumcrs in 
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Kabul city, 700 tons for 

Baghlan residents and 20,000 
tons for noble people of 
Balkh and another 83,000 
tons for use by industrial 
piants. 

_ In the course of ten mon- 
ths of 1360, the Northern 

Coal Enterprise distributed 
a total of 99,419 tons to 
interested organisation, fa- 
ctories and residents of Ka- 
bul and some provinces. Of 
the total amount of coal ex- 
tracted during the same pe- 
riod, 62,977 tons was distr- 
ibuted to industrial plants, 
27,000 tons for Kabul citiz- 
ens, 1442 tons for residents 
of Balkh_ province’ and 
8,000 tons for residents of 
Paghlan provinces. 

The coal mines, adminis- 
tered by the Northern Coal 
Enterprise, successfully and 
fully met their planned pr- 
oduttion target during the 
ten months of the year 
1360. An amount of 90,120 
tons of coal were mined du- 
ring the period = and at 
present 4,000 tons coal are 
stored at the godowns of 
Karkar and Doodkash coal 




















CSO: 


mines. Afs. 88,614.460 has 
been earned from the sale 
of coal during the same pe- 
riud, he added. 

Eiaborating further, Eng 
Osman said, the Kabul 
Bricket Factory was esta- 
blished over thirty years 
ago at the Cementkhana of 
Kabul. This factory, during 
the course of its existence 
has been the main distribu- 
tion centre of coal to the 
inhabitants of the Kabul 
city. Of course, at the be- 
ginning, the factory used to 
distribute the coal in the 
form it was extracted. In 
un effort to further facli- 
tate its supplies to and re- 
move the difficulties of con- 
sumers, the coal was turn- 
ed into form of bricket. At 
present, the factory  matn- 
tains two. bricket making 
machines each of which has 
the capacity of turning se- 
ven tons of powdered coal 
into bricket in’ one “shift. 
The two machines, as a 
result of continuous utilisa- 
tion are wor-oult and eve- 
ry year a number of the 
parts has to be replaced in 
order to make them opera- 
tional. 

The Kabul Bricket Fac- 
tory usually receive its coal 
needs from the Karkar and 
Doodkash mines, but before 
the coal is brought to the 
factory the necessary pro- 
cess of removing the  for- 
cign materials from the 
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coal extracted are made 
at Pulikhumri and then it 
is transported here. The 
employment of labour at 
the factory differs at diffe- 
rent periwds of the year. 
But an average of. thirty 
persons are working at the 
factory, he added. 


To realise the lofty dire 
ctives of the national ane 
democratic Government of 
the DRA, which envisage 
extension of honest _ ser. 
vice and to facilitate easy 
access of the people to the 
coal, it has been decided th- 
at from the beginning of 
the year 1361, the number 
of the coal distribution out- 
lets be increased in_ the 
districts of the Kabul city. 
For this purpose, the Ka- 
bul Municipal Corporation 
has been ccpntacted so that 
appropriate’ localities are 
selected for opening new 
coal distrrbution centres. 

It must be mentioned th- 
at the Government of the 
DRA has sanctioned the 
establishment of a new bric- 
ket making factory. The 
new factory for which off- 
ers will be recejved will be 
constructed on an area. of 
thirty thousand cubic met- 
res at the industrial site of 
Kabul. It is hoped that 
with the completion of the 
new factory, the  producti- 
on level of bricket will gre- 
atly increased, he added. 














EGYPT 


SHAYKH KISHK CALLS FOR FORMATION OF UNION FOR IMAMS 
Cairo AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI in Arabic No 5, 5 Feb 82 p 10 


[Article by Shakh 'Abd al-Hamid Kishk: '"Mosque's Message in Islam; Mosque 
Performs Task of Five Ministries; I Urge Minister of Religious Trusts to 
Form Union of Imams"] 


[Text] AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI has asked His Eminence Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hamid Kishk 
to write for it a weekly page on his thoughts. Shaykh Kishk begins this 
page with his thoughts on the mosque's message in Islam. 


His eminence says: Our task at the mosque might be very heavy or very 
comfortable, It is very heavy--according to the words of God, may He be 
praised, who has said: "We will lay a heavy burden on your shoulders"--if 

we perform it as a message. On Friday, I go to the mosque at 0900 and I don't 
leave until the afternoon prayers are performed because I don't like to tell 
somebody with a request: Come tomorrow or the day after. It is hard for me 
to say these words, even if I have to spend my day and night in God's houses. 
I approach my work as a message. 


As for the rest of the days of the week, I spend them as follows: I set 
aside a day for religious legal interpretations and questions, one day 

for lectures, one day for solving problems, one day to settle disputes among 
people, one day for the distribution of cloth material and medicines and one 
day to distribute charities and visit people who need to have their disputes 
settled and to reconcile matters that may lead to threats or the breaking 

up of a family. 


‘here was a butcher who used to send me 600 cards on religious holidays and 
tell me: You set the quantity of meat you want in every card. I used to 
tell myself: If the man is generous with his meat, then why shouldn't I 

be generous in setting the quantity. I gave the cards to the poor to go to 
this butcher and get the meat. This used to happen during ‘Id al-Adha. 

On ‘Id al-Fitr, a cloth merchant used to send me 500 cards and tell me: Send 
the poor to me and set the number of meters of cloth material needed by every 
family. I did not hold back and let any needy family get enough to clothe 
itself twice a year. 
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As for physicians, I had cards from 20 specialists in various branches of 
medicine. The poor came to me and I gave them cards to go to the specialist 
they needed to be treated and given medicine. 


Mosque Performs Task of Five Ministries 


Thus, the mosque in which I worked was not just a place of worship but 
a place that performed the message and tasks of five ministries: 


The Ministry of Education by providing private lessons to students by 
volunteer teachers at the mosque. 


The Ministry of Culture by providing the evening and Friday lessons. 


The Ministry of Social Affairs by distributing cloth, medicines, meat, money a 
and so forth. 





The Ministry of Health by providing the services of physicians who treated the 
sick and gave them medicine free of charge. 


The Ministry of Education through the lectures given by prominent volunteer 
professors. 


This is how I viewed the mosque's message and this is perhaps the reason for 
the success of the mosque, where Muslims find in God's house something to 
give them sustenance, to quench their thirst and to satisfy their needs. 


The mosque is not worship alone. It is also life, worship, peace, Islam, 
the Koran and guidance. This is how God's houses should be. 


Union for Guidance Information 


As long as we are talking about mosques, then the mosque's message is 
tied to the mosque imams because they are the ones who perform it. For 
the imam to perform the mosque’s message in the best and most complete 
manner, we must give him a decent income and the necessary protection. 


I implore God to inspire the minister of religious trusts to approve the 

formation of a union for guidance information [imams] so that it may care 
for their interests like any other group of people. We have learned that 
when in detention, all groups, except imams, have somebody to defend them. 


I would like to point out to the minister of religious trusts that a blind 
imam walking to his work without a guide slipped and fell under a moving 
train. His leg was cut off. Another imam is paying 20 pounds monthly in 
cab fees. Therefore, the truly crushed group is the imams. 


I know that the minister of religious trusts is a generous man and a 


venerable scholar. We hope that the following will be done under his 
stewardship: 
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Imams will be given the right to live on religious trust property close to 
the mosques. 


A representation allowance will be given to imams because it is unbefitting 
for them co look needy when they deserve to be honored. 


Tmams wili be given private libraries containing the main interpretations 
and al-Bukhari's book. 


Imams will be issued official uniforms because it is not right for an imam 
to be seen in tattered clothes. An imam represents not himself but God's 
prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him. 


It is not right for an imam to be seen dangling from bus steps or be 
compelled to walk long and exhausting distances to perform his duty. 


I call for the formation of 2 union of imams because the Imams Federation 
doesn't have the power of a union and was stillborn. I also demand that 
imams be protected against interrogation so that they may say what pleases 
God. 


I note with praise Tawfiq 'Uwaydah, who said: "No imam will stand at the door 
of an official as long as I am present." 


I say all this to His Eminence Shaykh Jad al-Haqq [minister of religious 
trust] because he knows best that for an imam to climb to the podium he 

needs to read 40 hours a week. The reason why there are 40,000 mosques and 
only 3,000 qualified imams lies in what I am telling Jad al-Haqq, scholar and 
minister. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/228 


16 














EGYPT 


MINISTER DISCUSSES PROBLEMS FACING PREACHERS OF ISLAMIC CALL 
Cairo AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI in Arabic No 5, 5 Feb 82 p 6 


[Article: "Minister of Religious Trusts Speaks: There Are Only 3,000 Imams 
and 46,000 Mosques, So How Can Call Be Preached; Low Standard Due to Poor 
Recompense" J 


[Text] Counselor Jad al-Haqq ‘Ali Jad al-Haqq, minister of religious trusts, 
has urged a confrontation of the intellectual invasions aimed against Islam, 
in which the invaders disguise themselves behind a mask of concern for 

Islam. In an interview with AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI, the minister said: The 
Islamic call is in dire need of somebody to take its hand and help it overcome 
its fall because the call is suffering from a shortage of preachers and from 

a shortage of the requirements needed to train and educate them so that they 
can convey Islamic teachings, dictates and theories to the Muslim masses in 

a modern way. 


He also said: Consideration must be given to the conditions surrounding the 
preachers and the obstacles preventing their performance of the heavy task 
thrown on their shoulders, considering that this is the task of the greater 
struggle, according to God's prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon 
him, who said: "You have returned from the minor struggle to the greater 
struggle, the struggle of the soul." 


The directors of the [Islamic] call had earlier defined in several points 
the obstacles hindering the call and we have taken their views to the 
minister to respond to them. 

[Question] How does the ministry plan to meet the needs of mosque imams? 
[Answer] The call is the ministry's most important duty and responsibility. 
Therefore, constant thought is given to the call agencies' performance of 


their full responsibility. 


The call does not consist of men only. It also needs places and other 
elements. 


It is obvious from the questions before me that I am asked to answer a 
question on the shortage of mosque imams. Thds shortage coes exist. I have 
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learned from some statistics presented to me that the number of mosques 
‘ontrolled by the ministry is 6,000, whereas the number of qualified imams is a 
Little over 3,000. There are also 40,000 private mosques in which prayers 

and religious rites are led by people who are not supervised by anyone. 

Nobody knows anything about the education o. these people and about their 
knowledge of the Islamic sciences, even though they preach the Islamic call, 
»specially in mosques. 


fo deal with this shortage, we are exerting efforts to determine the sources 
“hat can be enlisted to help in making up the shortage in both the ministry- 
controlled mosques and the private mosques. 


[ am not at liberty to reveal the sources until they are actually defined and 
crystallized. 


Reexamination of Iman Training Programs 
[Question] How can the low standard of the graduates be enhanced? 


[Answer] Regarding the low standard of the graduates performing the duties 
of the call, this standard is general inall fields of education and among 
all graduates. 


It is known from experience that the graduate of any university in any branch 
of educacion needs training when he starts working. 


The Ministry of Religious Trusts does train the imams on technical work and 
other aspects. But there is an inclination to reexamine the training programs 
and methods. 


[Question] Is there a solution for the new budget's allocations to finance 
renewal and replacement? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the financing and funds necessary to 
strengthen the call agencies are not fully available at present. 


We hope that funds will become available to fill the gap in the call. 
Supplying Imams With Publications 


[Question] What is the ministry's role in meeting the imams' needs for 
publications and books, especially modern books, that help them perform 
their message? 


[Answer] A mosque imam cannot perform nis duty unless he has at his disposal 
books and references that help him to refresh his knowledge constantly. This 
help is available in publications, whether old publications such as sources 
of the Sunna, jurisprudence and Koran interpretation books or modern research 
books that combine the religious sciences with the secular sciences so that 
the imam does not lose touch with the age in which he lives. This is another 
matter that we are discussing seriously. 
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[ have met with the officials in charge of producing the publications with 
which the imams are supplied. They have given me proposals, which I am 
currently examining, to produce more such publications quicker and to make 
sure that they are delivered to the imams at their places of work. 


Why Hasn't Preachers" Pay Been Increased 


[Question] The increase in the preachers’ pay, announced by the ministry 
last year, has not been implemented yet. 


[Answer] Every work must have its wage. This is indisputable. When we ask 
the preachers of the call to increase their efforts, then they must be repaid 
for the increased efforts they exert. 


Moreover, the brothers in other organizations whom we will be asking to help 
in the Islamic call work will need more money. 


i am giving my full attention to this issue and I hope resources will be 
made available for this aspect shortly and that everybody will get his due. 


Shortage of Architects Specializing in Mosque Architecture 


[Question] What is your eminence's opinion regarding the small number of 
architects specializing in mosque architecture? 


[Answer] This shortage does exist. The Ministry of Religious Trusts has 
nearly no architects to supervise its mosques and all of the other facilities 
serving the call. 


What is more, I have learned from the governorates in Upper Egypt that they 
have no architects and that there are only three architects in the lower 
Egypt governorates, each of them supervising several governorates. I have 
also learned that there are only two architects working in Cairo. This is 
truly regrettable because it obstructs all the architectural work needed for 
the mosques. 


On the recommendation of the experts, I have thought of enlisting the help 

of architects from other sources. I will reserve any further statements on 
this issue until we complete our plans. 

Providing Means of Transportation to Call Workers 

[Question] The means of transportation available to the workers are scarce. 
[Answer] The ministry long ago organized preaching teams moving from village 
to village and from province to province. These teams do need rapid and 
comfortable means of transportation to be able to perform what is required 


of them, 


1 have learned that the vehicles at the disposal of the religious trust 
directorates, and of the call directorates in particular, are not sufficient 
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to meet the need. The ministry is currently in the process of formulating 

a quick solution and a long-range solution to this problem. I hope that the 
factors leading to a solution of this problem will become available, God 
willing. 


Work in Mosques Containing Tombs 





{Question] Why shouldn't work in mosques containing tombs be turned into a 
4-year internal mission? 


[Answer] Concerning mosques containing tombs or alms boxes, there is a 
proposal to consider those working in them like (people on missions abroad). 
I hope this will be considered, God willing. 


Problem of Worker Housing in Remote Areas 


[Question] The lack of housing for workers in remote areas makes them 
abandon the work. 


[Answer] The housing problem is no longer confined to one sphere. It is a 
problem connected with state policy as a whole. We will try as hard as we 

can to solve the problem of housing for workers in remote areas, be they imams 
or administrators. 


Greeting to AL-LIWA' 


[Question] We would like your excellency to reveal to Al-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI 
your plans for the coming phase. 


[Answer] Let me first greet AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI as an Islamic magazine. I 
hope it will fill the gap existing insofar as Islamic magazines are 
concerned and that it will be close to all readers on various levels of 
education, even to uneducated readers. 


As for my program for the call, I am working with specialists who have 
experience in this field. With them and through them, I am looking for the 
shortest way to bring the call closer to the masses who need it. 
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EGYPT 


HISTORICAL TREATMENT OF TABA BORDER 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 2998, 26 Mar 82 pp 22-24 


[Article by Ahmad Abu Kaff: "The Story of Taba and the Border Problem; Will Egypt 
and Israel Resort to a Third Party to Solve the Problem?!"] 


[Text] Dr Usamah al-Baz has gone to Israel for discussions with the Israelis about 
the withdrawal arrangements. Israeli sources have said that Dr al-Baz is carrying 
Egyptian proposals to solve some of the differences over border points. 


H. E. Kamal Hasan ‘Ali's visit concentrated on two subjects related to Egypt's 
borders: delineating and marking the border at Rafah, the principles of which 
were agreed upon, and marking the remaining 15 disputed border points, among them 
the Taba area. H. E. Kamal Hasan ‘Ali exchanged points of view with the Israelis 
and agreed to present their views to the Ministerial Committee for their consid- 
eration in Cairo. 


The fact is that the dispute over Taba has to do with a triangular piece of land 
extending 600 meters on each side south of Eilat, which overlooks the Red Sea. 
The border in the Israeli draft crosses a point about 600 meters south of the 
Egyptian line. The Israelis have built a resort town in this area, and a nearly- 
completed hotel costing millions of dollars is being built by Israeli investors. 


As t.. E. Kamal Hasan ‘Ali told the Israeli newspaper MA'ARIV, "We Egyptians have 
no problem delineating the border in Taba. We have known this border for thou- 
sands of years, which we have proved on the map and in natural fact." 


H. E. Kamal Hasan ‘Ali added, "Delineating the border has caused 14 minor disputes 
and one major dispute between our two countries " 


The truth is...the issue of Egypt's international border in Sinai was historically 
subject to many problems (until it was settled in 1906, when the name "Taba" be- 
came well known) because it created a problem between Muhammad ‘Ali, the ruler of 
Egypt, and the Sublime Porte. This problem was solved under Muhammad ‘Ali's suc- 
cessors. 


As far as the northern border overlooking the Mediterranean is concerned, histori- 
ans and many who accompanied military expeditions which passed through Rafah while 
crossing northern Sinai agree that the eastern entrance to Egypt began at Rafah, 
was marked by two columns of red Egyptian granite next to an old tree and that 
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hese two columns marked the border between Egypt and Syria. Before that, the 
‘rab historian al-Ya'qubi, who lived in the third century A.H., said in his book 
The Countries": "The two trees at Rafah are the border separating Egypt from the 
ast."' In modern history, the historians who accompanied General Bonaparte's cam- 
vaign during his march against Syria over al-'Arish road--known in the past as 
“the Great War Road"--described the two marble columns beside the two trees at 
afah as a border between Egypt and Syria. Furthermore, the writings of Mr William 
‘niteman, who accompanied the 1801 Ottoman campaign to al-'Arish to fight the 
orces of the French expedition, confirm that the campaign passed by two granite 
olumnas at Rafah...the beginning of the Egyptian border...from the north. This 
eans that there is no cause for argument here. 


.owever, what about the southern border at Taba, which is the chief problem in 
marking Egypt's international border? 


Yelineating the border at Taba, as well as Rafah, has a story.... 


“hen the Ottoman Sultan Mahmud II issued the firman of 1841 appointing Muhammad 
Ali ruler of Egypt and making this rule hereditary, the Egyptian government made 
its eastern border a line extending from Rafah to south of al-Wajh fort in al- 
a'udiyah [Saudi Arabia]. Egypt's soldiers were protecting the forts of al-'Aqabah, 
ubba and al-Muwaylih. When the Hijazi forts from al-Wajh to al-‘Aqabah surrender- 
‘d to the Ottoman State between 1887 and 1892, Egypt made its eastern border a line 
rom Rafah to the head of the Gulf of al-'Aqabah. The most important thing in 
-inai to Muhammad 'Ali was the hajj route...therefore, he insured that the hajj 
‘aravans could pass and established certain positions on the Egyptian border, among 
hem Taba.... 


“uhammad ‘Ali's successors continued his interest in Egypt's borders. Khedive 
Isma'il visited Rafah at the beginning of his rule and saw the two border columns 
standing in Rafah...under an old lotus tree which the bedouin and the residents 
knew as the border betwen Egypt and Syria [al-Sham]. 


However, in the rule of ‘Abbas Hilmi II, in 1892...the Sublime Porte created two 
problems with Egypt over the Sinai border. On 8 April, the date the firman of 
appointment was issued, this firman, or "dicrito" caused a crisis because it was 
different from the other firmans of appointment and from the provisions of the 
London treaty of 1841. The Sublime Porte had tried to make changes to the Egyp- 
tian border. The British authorities, who had occupied Egypt since 1881 and had 
aspirations in Sinai, did not agree. Therefore, Lord Cromer, the British Agent 

in Egypt, sent a note on 13 April 1882 to Tijgran Pasha, the Egyptian Foreign Min- 
‘ster at that time, saying, "It is not possible to change any part of the firmans 
which concern relations between the Sublime Porte and Egypt without the consent of 
the British government." Cromer sent this letter officially to England's Ambas- 
sador in Istanbul, who conveyed it to the Sublime Porte and sent a copy, as well 
as copies of all correspondence dealing with the firman of appointment to the 
other countries involved, which recognized it. 


The Sublime Porte had to nullify the changes, after which ‘Abbas Hilmi II visited 
al-Tur [Mount Sinai]. He also visited al-'Arish in 1898. 'Uthman Farid, the 
Governor of al-'Arish, recorded this visit on the two border columns which sepa- 
rated the Palestinian province [al-Mutasarrafiyah al-Falistiniyah] and Egypt: 
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"On this blessed Saturday, 12 Shawwal 1315 (5 March 1898), the sun has risen to 
bring H. E. 'Abbas Hilmi TI underneath the skies of the Egyptian border. There- 
fore, I have written this in Rafah...." 


Shortly before the beginning of the 20th century, things had changed in Egypt, as 
had Turkey's view of Egypt, with the appearance of the "Islamic League" movement 
influenced by al-Afghani. This was paralleled by the call by Mustafa Kamil and 
the Nationalist Party to work against the British occupation of Egypt. Mustafa 
Kamil wanted an alliance with the Sublime Porte, headed by the Caliph of the Mus- 
lims, to help him liberate the Islamic world from the yoke of colonialism. The 
Sublime Porte seized this current to its own advantage and tried to strengthen 
Kamil's influence in Egypt. The Ottomans established a military post at al- 
Qusaymah and another at Mashshash al-Kuntila in Wadi al-Jarrafi, both within the 
Sinai border, of course. The Sublime Porte also established a new district 
[qa'imaqamiyah] in Bi'r al-Sab' in 1899. 





As a result, the Egyptian government asked the Sublime Porte to appoint a joint 
commission of Egyptians and Turks to delineate the border between Sinai and the 
Ottoman possessions in the Hijaz and Syria, especially after the Ottoman Turks 

built a garrison at al-'Aqabah, commanded by Gen Rushdi Pasha; they considered 

Taba to be part of the border of al-'‘Aqabah. 


Egypt replied by sending a campaign led by Col Sa'd Bay Rif'at, Commandant of the 
Sinai, according to Na‘'um Bey Shuqayr in his book "Sinai's Ancient and Modern His- 
tory and Geography"...Of course, this happened after the British Intelligence agent 
Bromley made a trip to the Sinai and saw approximately 2,000 Turks on Egypt's in- 
ternational border in Wadi Taba. 


However...the Commandant of the Sinai could not land at Taba, according to Na'um 
Shaqir.... 


Naturally the Egyptian action prompted the Grand Vizier to send a telegram to 
"Abbas Pasha on 19 April 1892 asking that no clash occur between Sa'd Bey Rif'at's 
soldiers and the Turkish garrison at Taba and telling him, according to the text 
of the letter published in Ahmad Shafiq Pasha: 


"Because the result of this campaign may not meet with the satisfaction of upper 
levels and because it is understood that you did not give any notice of your ac- 
tions, we beg your knowing protectors and your conscience to try urgently to avoid 
such a situation," 


Apparently, the Turks wanted to embarrass 'Abbas Pasha, force him to clash with 
the British and cause him to lose his popularity...especially since Mustafa Kamil 
and the Nationalist Party held the same view as the Sublime Porte.... 


"Abbas Pasha replied to the Grand Vizier that when he summoned the Foreign Minis- 

ter and reached an understanding with him, it was decided to withdraw the Egyptian 
force from Taba to Fir'awn Island. Here the Grand Vizier sent a letter affirming 

that Taba was part of the Egyptian border and asked ‘Abbas to send an emissary to 

reach an agreement with his envoy about delineating the border so that there would 
be no clashes in the future. The Sublime Porte sent a telegram saying, "Since 


23 














.uere is no dispute over the Taba post near al-'Aqabah, there is no reason to draw 
| dividing line. Please devote your endeavors to preventing a dangerous situation, 
woich will arise if a military post is established there." 


In February 1906, after maneuvering by the Khedive and the Sublime Porte...rather, 
after Britain sent battleships to al-'Aqabah, Rafah and the coast of Turkey it- 
self...it was decided to form a commission of Turkish and Egyptian officers to 
sclineate the border. However, the commission was unable to begin its work, and 
-.e vorder negotiations were transferred to London and Istanbul. During these 
.2gotiations, the Sublime Porte asked that most of al-Tih be annexed to Syria by 
‘rawing a line from al-'Arish to the Suez and from there to Naqb al-'Aqgabah, with 
everything east of this line going to Turkey and the remainder to Egypt. When 
ugypt rejected this request, Turkey came back with a request that the Sinai be 
civided into two parts by a straight line from al-'Arish to Ra's Muhammad, with 
cue western part going to Egypt and the eastern to the Sublime State. 


ugypt also refused to consider this request and insisted on the line set by the 
-irman appointing ‘Abbas Hilmi II, which is from Rafah to al-'Arish. 


in April 1906, it came to light that Turkish soldiers had occupied Rafah and re- 
usved the two border columns and the telegraph poles. 


wwever, the British government presented an ultimatum on 3 May 1906 calling on 
vie Sublime Porte to comply with the Egyptian requests in 10 days. These requests 
.2re essentially the evacuation of Taba, the return of Egyptian troops to Rafah 
iad the two border columns be restored to their places.... 


va 13 May 1906, Turkey capitulated, and the Grand Vizier sent a letter saying, 

“[t has been decided to evacuate Taba, and orders have been issued to this ef- 
fect...Staff officers who are in al-‘Aqabah should meet with the officials autho- 
rized by the Khedive and go together wherever necessary to conduct inquiries based 
On topographical bases in order to maintain the status quo and respect the past on 
the peninsula. They will draw the borderline, starting from Rafah and moving 
southeast in a straight line to the Gulf of al-'Aqabah post, which is at least 3 
miles from al-'Aqabah." 


Delineating the political border between Egypt and Palestine based on the natural 
border began on 7 June 1906. Ra's Taba on the western coast of the Gulf of al- 
'Aqabah was chosen as the starting point (triangulation point No 1). The line 
coved to Rafah, passing through al-Mafraq point, Ra's al-Radadi east of Thamilat 
..-Radadi (point No 3), Jabal al-Safra' (point No 4), the top of Jabal Juff (point 
jo 5), north of Thamilat-Suwaymilah (point No 7), northwest of Jabal Samawi (point 
No 8) and thence to the top of the terrain northwest of Bi'r al-Magarah, to tri- 
angulation point No 9. Point No 9 is repeated west of Jabal al-Majrah, and from 
there [the line moved] to Ra's al-'Ayn, east of ‘Ayn al-Jadirat by about 5 kilo- 
meters (triangulation point No 10), then to point No 11 on Jabal Umm al-Hawawit 
and from there to the midpoint of the distance between two columns standing under 
a tree at a distance of 390 meters southwest of Bi'r Rafah (triangulation point 

No 13). Then it moved to a point on the sand hills at a distance of 420 meters 
ind an angle of 280 degrees from magnetic north. From this point, the line ex- 
-ended straight at a 334 degree angle from magnetic north to the Mediterranean 
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coast, passing through a hill of ruins on the coast. The line determined 11 tri- 
angulation points according to coordinates, 10 of which are astronomical observa- 
tion. 


The delineation of the border by triangulation points was completed on 28 June 
1906. The map was drawn, and we have published it here. 


On 13 September 1906 (13 Sha'ban 1324)...these points were agreed upon. 


The agreement delineating the border was signed the evening of 1 October 1906 in 
Turkish, Arabic and English. The eight-article agreement was signed by two Egyp- 
tian representatives, Brig Gen Ibrahim Fathi and Commander Owen, and for the 
Ottomans, Staff Col Muzaffar and Staff Major Fahmi. 


Article 1: The administrative dividing line begins as shown on the attached map 
from the point of Ra's Taba on the western coast of the Gulf of al~'Aqabah and ex- 
tends to the top of Jabal Fort, passing over the top of the eastern part of Jabbal 
Taba, which overlook Wadi Taba, and then moves from the top of Jabal Fort in the 
following straight lines: 


From Jabal Fort to a point not exceeding 200 meters to the east of the top of 
Jabal Fathi Pasha and from there to the point where formed by the intersection of 
the extension of this line with a perpendicular line drawn from a point 200 meters 
from the top of Jabal Fathi Pasha on the line that connects the center point of 
the top with al-Mafraq point. From this point of intersection to the hill east of 
and overlooking Thamilat al-Radadi, so that Thamilat remains to the west of the 
line. From there the line moves to the top of Ra's al-Radadi, then to the top of 
Jabal al-Safra' and then to the eastern peak of Jabal Umm Juff. From there it 
moves to a point north of Thamilat Suway!imah designated by triangulation point 
No 7, and from this point to a point west northwest of Jabal Samawi designated by 
triangulation point No 8. From there it moves to the top of the hill that is lo- 
cated west northwest of Bi'r al-Mugharah...from there to triangulation point No 9, 
then to No 9 repeated west of Jabal al-Muqrah, then to Ra's al-'Ayn, designated by 
triangulation point No 10 repeated, and from there to a point on Jabal Umm Haw- 
wawit, designated by triangulation point No 11. From there the line moves to the 
midpoint between two columns standing under a tree at a distance of 390 meters 
southwest of Bi'r Rafah, designated by point no 13. From there it moves to a 
point on the sand hill at a 280 degree angle from magnetic north, or 80 degrees 

to the west, at a distance of 420 meters in a straight line from the two columns. 
From this point, the line extends 334 degrees from magnetic north (26 degrees to 
the west) to the Mediterranean coast, passing through hill of ruins on the coast. 


Article 2: The dividing line described in Article 1 has been indicated by a 
broken black line on the map which will be signed and exchanged by the two parties 
at the same time they will sign and exchange the agreement. 


Article 3: [Boundary] pillars will be erected along the dividing line from the 
point which is located on the Mediterran:an coast to the point located on the 
coast of the Gulf of al-'Aqabah so that «ach column is visible from the following 
column. This will be done in the presence of representatives of the two parties. 
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\rticle 4: These columns will be maintained by the Sublime State and the Honorable 
‘gyptian Khedivial State. 


article 5: If these columns must be rebuilt in the future or their number in- 
creased, the two parties must send representatives for this purpose and mark the 
Locations of the additional columns on the line indicated on the map. 


\rticle 6: All tribes which live on either side may use the water according to 
vast practice, which means that the past will be honored in this regard, and the 
lecessary assurances will be given in this matter to the bedouin and tribes. The 
jultan's soldiers, individuals and the gendarmery will use the water to the west 


.. the dividing line. 


Article 7: The Sultan's soldiers and the gendarmery may not go west of the divid- 
ing line while armed. 


Article 8: The people and the bedouin of both sides will maintain ownership of 
water, fields and lands as before. 


The above is the verbatim text of the agreement. 


‘n implementation of the third article of the agreement, columns were erected 
along the line, with each column visible from the following column. There were 

i total of 91 columns of wood, which were later rebuilt of stones to form trun- 
‘ated pyramids with bases 1 meter square and 2 to 2 and 1/2 meters tall, with the 
‘op of the pyramid measuring 30 by 30 cm. The first column was erected in Ra's 
“aba on Saturday, 31 December 1906 and given number 91. The last column was 
erected on hill of ruins on the Rafah coast on 9 February 1907 and given number 1. 


This is the story of Taba, which is now repeating itself with the Israelis, 76 
years after demarcation of Egypt's border with the Sublime Porte. It is as clear 


as day and does not warrant argument. 


Will this problem be solved before 26 April and the disagreements solved between 
Egypt and Israel...or will they turn to a third party as is being said...and would 
this be consistent with the seventh article of the peace treaty between Egypt and 


Israel? 


What if no agreement is reached before 26 April, the date for completion of the 
final stage of Israeli withdrawal? 


...This is the question!! 


9882 
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IRAN 


MINISTER COMMENTS ON FUTURE OF THE 'KOMITEHS' 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 8 Mar 82 p 14 
[Interview with Minister of the Interior Hojjatoleslam Nateq-Nuri] 


[Text] Rasht - Hojjatoleslam Nateq-Nuri, minister of the interior, visited 
Rasht in order to become acquainted with Gilan's new governor general and to 
examine the region's condition. He participated in the armed forces’ joint 
morning flag-raising ceremony and a meeting of the Anzali Naval Base personnel, 
attended a conference of Friday prayer-leaders and clerics from the province's 
cities, and visited Rasht"s Reconstruction Crusade. As he was leaving the 
province, he answered the questions of IRNA's correspondent in an exclusive 
interview. 


Concerning the results of his visit to and inspection of Rasht and Bandar 
Anzali, the minister of the interior said: Fortunately, during this seemingly 
brief visit, we did not encounter any definite problem. We observed solely 

a series of differences in taste. These will be resolved in the near future 
through the discussion and exchange of views which took place, God willing. 


Concerning his inspection of the Northern Naval Nase and the morale of its 
personnel, he stated: The morale of our fighting brothers in this section, 
as in other military centers, was quite satisfactory, and during the joint 
flag-raising ceremony this was completely evident. 


Concerning the status of the counterrevolution's mini-groups in the region, 
the interior minister noted: ihe sole factor which insures the success of 

the Iranian Islamic republican order is the mobilization of the popular forces 
and the organization of security staffs to deal with the counterrevolution's 
agents. By their active presence the Guards and Gendarmarie brothers have 
also performed their role well in destroying the counterrevolution's agents. 
God willing, the remnants of the counterrevolution's minigroups, which are 
presently weak, will be destroyed. 


Concerning the consolidation of the Komitehs and the municipal police, the 
interior minister said: The Komitehs are revolutionary institutions which 
came into existence after the revolution's victory. The nation's imam also 
appointed their officials, and we are not thinking about consolidating these 
two forces. We are thinking instead about coordinating and dividing responsi- 
bilities between the two. At the end of this interview, the minister of the 
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interior addressed the region's Muslim people, and noted: You must be aware 
that now, while the nation is in a critical state, our enemies, who have met 
defeat in the economic and military dimensions, might possibly try another 
path. That path is the creation of division and discord in the form of a 

gap between the forces following the imam's line. They could profit from the 
disunity. This matter is very dangerous to the government of the Islamic 
Republic. He added: Gilan's ever-involved people must strive just as hard 
now as they have in the past to eliminate existing gaps, and to increase the 
unity and harmony between themselves and officials. Thus, God willing, the 
final victory which is the wish of the Iranian Muslim nation will be achieved 
in all dimensions of the Islamic revolution. 


The minister of the interior also answered the questions of the CENTRAL NEWS 
UNIT reporter in Rasht. 


Concerning the bye-elections to be held across the country, among them two in 
Gilan's Rasht and Langarud, he said: Election preparations have been made, 

and only two legal difficulties connected with the Majiis existed. The Majlis 
answered those problems. God willing, during the next month or two bye-elections 
will take place in cities which need them and where they are possible from the 
political angle. In connection with the establishment of the greatest possible 
security throughout the country, particularly in the country's northern cities, 
the minister of the interior noted: The Security Council made a decision in 
regard to the country's general security which was that whenever advisable 
officials from each province would take part in the central council's session, 
and relate their close-up view of their province's security issues to the 
Security Council members. In this way decisions could be taken with high 
officials from the organizations concerned present. So far the governor 
generals of several provinces, including those of Gilan and Mazandaran, have 
taken part in these sessions, brought up their difficulties and present plans, 
all of which has provided good guidance. Concerning the security of the forests, 
he said: There are not important problems in this connection. The mini-groups 
have been destroyed to a large degree through the cooperation of the military 
and public security forces and all strata of the Muslim people. There are 

only remnants of them left, and they too will be destroyed. Concerning the 
security of Gilan's forest regions, the minister of interior explained that 
policies had been thought out for Gilan Province, and a staff created for this 
task was now active. 


Nateq-Nuri, minister of the interior for the Islamic Republic of Iran, concerning 
the appointment of a Guards brother to the State Police's Deputy Office for 
Discipline, said: This appointment was made for the greatest possible develop- 
ment of the country's municipal police. This action was taken in order to 
increase the spirit of sacrifice among the police personnel ani the unity and 
harmony between the police and Guards forces. Our brothers in the Islamic 
Republic's municipal police have given this matter a good reception. Reports 

on the cooperation so far speak of great success. 


9597 
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IRAN 


PREMIER DISCUSSES VARIOUS ISSUES AT PRESS CONFERENCE 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 28 Mar 82 pp l, 3 


[Text] TEHRAN--Prime Minister Mir Hussein Musavi said in a press interview 
yesterday that regional countries "will gradually come to realize that they 
can co-exist peacefully besides our noble and powerful nation." 


He spoke of imperialist plots to depict Iran as a threat saying it was "quite 
natural for exploiters to mobilize all their potential and power against our 
revolution and call Iran a country holding out a threat to other countries." 


Continuing, he said there were some states in the region which strongly de- 
pended on the US and there were other smaller countries, which are in turn 
threatened by regional powers. “We, therefore, have two different policies in 
regard to those in the two groups. In regard to the smaller countries, the 
Iranian policy is based on the fact that they aligned themselves against us 
because of the power posed against them by Iraq, the US and other regional 
powers." 


Musavi said that they "should remember how Iran was able to destory American 
bases with nothing but their bare hands." Further, he said, they should appre- 
ciate the fact that they are living as neighbors to a nation "which has re- 
peatedly announced its intention to live in peace but without the presence of 
the Superpowers in the region. Why then should Iran present itself as a bel- 
ligerent country?" he asked. 


The prime minister said that a close analysis of events over the past 18 months, 
clearly "showed up the belligerent country." He said that the new developments 
in the region deriving from the recent overwhelming victories of the Islamic 
forces over the Baathists, will soon come to have a deep impact on countries in 
the region. They will no doubt gradually come to a realization that they can 
certainly co-exist beside our noble nation and powerful country in peace." 


Musavi said that the main trend in Iranian policy was shaped to oppose the 
presence of the US in the region and in the Persian Gulf and added that "those 
countries which offered themselves to the US for opening of their bases could 
not consider themselves as being on the side of our country and nation." 
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The prime minister went on to say that he had recently noticed certain "pos- 
itive overtones in the words and speeches of certain leaders in the region." 
He said that the trend denotes a strong inclination on their part to be inde- 
pendent and their opposition to the US presence in the Persian Gulf." 


To a question on the future of Iraq and the Islamic Republic's position on 
future changes there, Musavi stated that "it was quite evident from the great 
victories of the chivalrous Islamic forces, that victory will be ultimately 
ours. Victories such as these will make a trenchant impact on Iraq in more 
than one way. First, the changes will derive from within the Iraqi nation 
itself and secondly changes will be imposed on that nation by the Superpowers," 
he said, adding that "Iran would support the first type of change and oppose 
relentlessly the latter." 


Referring to rumors of Iran's arms purchases from Israel, Musavi said: "When- 
ever the US found itself in an uncomfortable political situation, or when one 
of its lackeys was in a dilemma, it often resorted to such tactics." He said 
that in the existing situation where Saddam's regime is likely to topple at 
any time, it suited the US to try and find supporters for the Iraqi regime at 
any cost and by using any means. One of them, he said, was the instigation of 
the Arab noble nation against the Islamic Republic. Musavi said that such 
plots would come to nought and will never yield results for the US and has 
not profited them one whit so far." Musavi explained that the world's 
Oppressed nations were now fully aware of the imperialistic plots and 
conspiracies. 





Talking of the demonstrations of the people of south Lebanon and occupied 
Palestine, the prime minister said that these were a "blessed portent mainly 
because the slogans they adopted were now more Islamic. It is, therefore, 
possible now to look on these movements in occupied Palestine as part of the 
vast resurgent movements of Islam in the rest of the world." 


The prime minister said that "nationalist solutions” alone were futile and 
would yield no results to the Arab nations, adding that the only solution to 
the Israeli issue had to be an Islamic one." He said, moreover, that the "Is- 
lamic Republic both in vie foreign policy and in its publicity endeavors sup- 
ports the movement fully.’ 


In conclusion Musavi said that the extension of the Islamic resurgence at all 
regional levels would certainly lead to the collapse of what "only appears on 
the surface to be a strong Zionist structure." 


CSO: 4600/381 
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ROLE OF MARTYRDOM IN VICTORIES EMPHASIZED 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 30 Mar 82 p 2 


[Te xt} 


The war between Iran and Iraq 
is very much a reality — a reality 
which the imperialist media is very 
sheepishly trying to push under 
the covers. When the war first 
started, it was big news in the 
mass media but suddenly there 1s a 
deafening silence — in fact, an 
embarrassed silence, because of 
the sudden and dramatic reversal 
of the war situation in Iran's 
favor. 

The war is one which has been 
inspired by the imperialists, and 
the imperialist news media 
screamed their heads off about the 
impending collapse of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran when this 
imposed war first started. After 
about seventeen months of 
courageous defense by the Iranian 
army, the aggression of the Iraqi 
regime has been effectively 
checked. This can be borne out by 
Iran's recapture of 90% of previ- 
ously captured territory. 

Iran is on the winning side, =: 


ey media. 
was told that the main reason 


behind the success of the Muslims 
in Iran was due to their deep love 
for martyrdom. [ had heard much 
about the fervor and vivacity with 
which they have armed them- 
selves to fight those trying to 
destroy Islam in Iran. This I had 
to see for myself. 

I arrived on the western war- 
front and drove through the vil- 
lage area under a barrage of artil- 
lery exchange. I was warned 
veleve-hend that no guarantee 
could be given as to whether I 
would return alive from the opera- 
tional area but my determination 


to 99 ly “ rape and to 
speak to people who were pre- 
pared to dle tor their faith sperved 
"TL found these people i 
ou e in ev 

walk of life, in every of inn, 
They all had one objective and 
that objective was to die for Islam. 
From the very young to the very 
old, they were all prepared to 
sacrifice their very last breath to 
hold onto that which they 
achieved three years ago. In a 
small town on the western front, 
Kermanshah, I witnessed the most 
amazing scenes which demon- 
Strate this point. 

There was a shortage of blood 
for the injured, which included 
Iraqi captured prisoners of war, 
and an announcement was made 
over the radio to this effect. [ was 
with three other Iranian 
and we all decided to donate our 
blood. We rushed over to the 
Ayatollah Talegham Hospital and 
the most remarkable scenes befell 
Our eyes. There were literally 
thousands of people clamoring 
and ey to get into the hospi- 
tal so that they could donate their 
biood. What was really surprising 
was that those who were there, 
wanting to make the sacrifice, 
were the aged, cnppled and very 
young. | questioned as many of 
them as I could to try and get the 
reason for this tremendous 
response. They were all unanim- 
Ous in their replies. 

Our fathers, brothers and children 
are sacrificing their lives on the 
war front so that our Islamic 
wn nn gy preserved. If we 
caanot be there sacrificng our 
lives with them at least we can 
send this very small] part of us. It 
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will be an honor to us if they are 
martyred with our blood running 
their veins. 

My arnval on the border bet- 
ween [ran and Iraq was even more 
dramatic. The jeep I was travel- 
ling on became a target for the 
enemy. Mortar blasts shook the 
jeep many times on our drive to 
one of the Iranian army bunkers. 
Some of the strength and love for 
martyrdom of the soldiers of Islam 
must have rubbed off on me 
because [ felt no fear. 

The bunk. ! was taken to 
housed about twenty of the com- 
batants and though I was a 
foreigner they treated me with 
love and openly accepted me as a 
brother Muslim. They were very 
concerned about protecting me so 
that I could return safely to my 
country to project the true situa- 
tion in Iran. 

I felt Islam amongst these sol- 
diers. These soldiers had some- 
thing loftier than just high morale. 
I witnessed them scorning enemy 
mortars with their self-abnegating 
spirit, and their strength and cour- 
age excited the hatred of ail those 
enemies fighting the Iranian 
nation. 

Many specific scenes I witnes- 
sed demonstrated the strength and 
courage of the soldiers and 
emphasized the cause they were 
fighting for. There is this one 
scene which is vividly and graphi- 
cally etched in my mind. 

One of the soldiers had been 
very seriously injured in a mortar 
attack. His left arm had been 
completely severed from his body. 
With the blood still dnpping from 
what was left of his arm he picked 
up the mangied arm that had 
fallen to the ground, and with 
tears streaming down his face. 
proudly held it up and said, “I 
have sacnficed this arm so that 
Islam can continue to exist in [ran, 
and if it means sacrificing every 
last drop of blood in my body for 
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Islam I am willing!" 

Many scenes I witnessed could 
perhaps be described as horrific 
yet they all emphasize the seif 
abnegating spirit of these soldiers 
of Islam. 

I spoke to a mother whose 
child's head had been biasted 
from its body. She did not demand 
retribution for her child’s death. 
She said to me that her prayers 
were for those fighting the 
enemies of Islam. She added that 
if it were in her power she would 
join the Islamic combatants on the 
front. This was the response of the 
same mother who had previously 
come running into the hospital 
with her headless baby and her 
little daughter carrying the head 
of the same baby. The sight alone 
will kill many people with shock, 
yet in this woman's case it merely 
strengthened her belief in Islam! 

[ witnessed many scenes like 
these mentioned above, where 
people had lost their lumbs. One 
person I saw in the makeshift 
hospital on the war front had lost 
all his limbs — both hands and 
legs. His plea was only that the 
Struggle must continue so that 
Islam be allowed to cOntinue 
flourishing in hrs land. 

This ufmecessary agony is all 
the resuit of the aggressor, 
Saddam Hussein and his imperial- 
ist masters. Saddam is an interna- 
thonal criminal who 18 part of an 
inhuman trend, fighting a nation 
seeking justice ard truth. They 
will not succeed because they are 
confronting a nation armed with 
more than just strength and deter- 
mination. 

While in the bunker I could feel 
the mortar exploding all around 
me yet at this time I considered 
myself as one with the Iramar 
Muslims and could emphathize 
with them in their love for martyr- 
dom. A deep feeling of brother- 
hood grew out of these moments. 
It was difficult for me to leave the 
front when [ had to. 

















PAPER HAILS ‘FOURTH SPRING OF LIBERATION’ 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 3l Mar 82 pp l, 2 


{Te xt ] 


Farvardin 12th (April 2nd) marks the 
fourth spring of liberation. Farvardin 
12th was the Day of Ummat (nation) and 
of Allah, was the day of the revival 
of Islam and day of overthrow of 2500 
years of corrupt monarchy. It was the day on 
which the alert Iranian nation established the 
Islamic Republic in Iran by their 98 percent votes 
and threw the oppressive system of monarchy to 
thecemeteryof history. 

The Farvardin month of this year has a new 
feature, witnessing the most magnificent triumphs 
of Islam, gained by the Islamic combatants of Iran 
against the aggressor Iraqis. 

Amidst the roar of artillery, tanks and cries of 
Allah-o-Akbar in the fronts, the Farvardia 12th of 
this year has given a glorious landscape to the Isla- 
mie land of Iran. 

On Farvardin 12th of 1358, Imam Khomeini 
clarified the policy of the Islamic Republic through 
his two messages that after passing away of three 
years and despite all conspiracies and sufferings, 
suffered bv this nation, we are witnessing the 
fruits of those two messages. 

The Imam announced this day as the day of 
the establishment of the first Divine government 
and as one of the greatest national religious Eids 
(festivals) on which the 2,500-years old palaces 
collapsed and the satanic domination ended in Iran 
for ever. We hereby reproduce some points 
contained in these two messages of the Imam: 

“The Almighty Allah has promised to make the 
oppressed victorious Over oppressors on the earth 
and make them (oppressed) as leaders through His 


-Divine Promise. The crystallization of the Will 


of Allah is close. 1 hope we will witness the 
crystallization of this Divine promise. 
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“And, today, the world has turned into the 
scene of the righteous struggles of the oppressed 
nations in occupied Palestine, Afghanistan, Phil- 
ippines, Egypt, Jordan and Iraq and we are wit- 
nessing the uprisings of the deprived of the world 
and their cries against the colonialist and exploi- 
tative powers are heard from every corner of the 
world while the great victory of iran in its fight 
with mercenaries of superpowers will result in the 
crystallization of this Divine promise that the 
earth will be inherited by the deprived of the 
world.” 

In another part oi his message, 

The Imam of Um’mat stated *tAnd now, it is 
you who should safeguard this Divine heritage 
through your decisiveness and strength and not let 
the malodorous residues of the past regime who are 
lying in ambush to penetrate your consolidated 
ranks. Now, it is you who should get your fate in 
hand and not’ let the opportunists take advantage. 

The martyr loving people of Iran supported 
this invitation of the Imam during the past three 
years and dedicated their most pious blood to act 
according to the statement of the . Imam. 

And, we witnessed what kind of catastrophes 
the malodorous residues of the past regime, the 
supporters of the international thieves and crimina- 
ls created in this country and what kind of materia- 
listic and spiritualistic damages they inflicted upon 
this nation in the past three years. 

We saw how they martyred some of the most 
beloved piiég. by penetrating into governmental 
and revolutionary organs but this wave of human 
beings who are the followers of the path of Imam 
Hussein (AS) resisted such fatal strikes and we wit- 
nessed how they (Iranian people) did not give an 
opportunity to opportunists and protected their 
fate at their hands. During these three years, we 
witnessed how the affiliated elements flee to the 
arms of the East and West. , 

This year, on Farvardin 12th, we will be cele- 
brating the glorious victory of Fath when the 
Islamic combatants take captive the deceived 
Iraqi forces thousands upon thousands and con- 
tinue struggling to clear the Islamic land of Iran 
from the filth of the infidel mercenaries of Saddam 
and with the help of Allah, we will see that there 
will be no way for Saddam but suicide. 

Although the criminal U.S. is determined to 
substitute Scddam by another of its pawns, it 
(the U.S.) will take its wishes to its grave due to 
the fact that the Mosiem Iraqi nation will never 
submit to any regime but the Islamic Republic of 
Iraq. With hope to sec that day and witness the 
hoisting the banner of Islam in the all Islamic states. 
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MUSLIM REACTION TO IRANIAN VICTORIES REPORTED 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 29 Mar 82 p 2 


(Text ] 


ALGIERS, (IRNA).— Reports on the recent 
[ranian victories in the warfronts were widely 
covered in Algerian papers. The French language 
Al-Mojahid and ic language Al-Shaab both 
printed in Algiers quoting Iranian officials wrote in 
them latest issues that Iranian Forces with their 
extensive attack have liberated about 1,200 square 
Kms cof occupied Iranian territory near Dezful 
and Shush. 

The papers added that lranian Forces m these 
operations killed 5,000 Iraqi troops and wounded 
7,000 and captured about 6,000. Al-Mojahid 
added that Iran downed six Iraqi jet fighters and 
10 Iraqi bases were bombed in Ein Khosh and 
Dehloran regions. 

Algeria’s Moslem youth were happy on hear- 
ing of Iran’s victories and announc eir readi- 
ness to fight against the lraqi soldiers and along- 
side the lranian forces. 

Meanwhile, Iranian residents in United Arab 
Emirates congratulated Imam Khomeimi and the 
— nation on the victories of the Iranian 

rces. 


The Moslem peopie of Lebanon are still celebr- 
ating the recent victories of the Islamic combatants. 
The Cultural Islamic Council of Meitabeh City 
quoting the military con.munique of the Islamic 
Republic has issued a statement, enumerating the 
heavy losses inflicted upon the Iraqi forces in 
accordance with the military communiques of the 
Islamic Republic. 

It expressed congratulations to the Leader of 
the Revolution, the Islamic combatants and all 
the Islamic nations. On the other hand, the city’s 
people attended a public prayer on the mvitation 
of the Council and staged a march after the prayers. 

According to an announcement r by the 
Iranian Embassy in Jeddah (Saudi Arabia), Lranians 
residing in that country sent congratulatory cables 
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to the embassy on the occasion of the recent 
victories of the Iranian combatants in the war 
fronts,IRNA reported yesterday. 

According to the same report, a group of the 
Saudis too ched congratulatory messages to 
the Iranian embassy on the same occasion. 

In the wake of the magnificent victories of the 


soldiers of Islam against the Iraqi mercenaries in. 


Southern war fronts, the Teachers Society of 
*s Theological School dispatched a m to’ 

e Leader of the Revolution and Founder of the 
Islamic Republic of iran, Imam Khomeini, the 
IRNA said yesterday. 

In this ee nee the oy of Tehran’s 
municipality, Gholamhussein Deljou sent a message 
to Imam Khomeini and expressed his congratula- 
tions on the recent victories of the Islamic comba- 
tants of Iran in the Southern fronts. . 

According to the IRNA, the Islamic Associa- 
tion of the managers and economic experts of 
cabled 2 congratulatory message to the Leader o 
the Revolution and Founder of the Islamic 

ic of Iran on the occasion of the triumphs 
of Iranians in the battle fronts of Righteousness 
against Falsehood. 


More reports indicated _similar co : 
tory snonenges whlch have been addressed ian 
Khomeini. The names of organs and individuals 
who have sent messages are as follows: The 
Central Office of Rajai Organization; Cl en 
and Islamic Youth of Afghanistan; Central Office 
of Reconstruction Crusade (Jihad); Iranians, resid- 
ing in Czechoslovakia and ¢ emplo ees of Iran- 
an Embassy in Prague; the Yasouj’'s Friday Imam, 
Hojjatoicslam Shashizi ; the Literacy Corps; the 
Public Relations Office of the Vahed Bus Company 
of Tehran; the Islamic Association of Taxi 
Cooperative Company, and numerous other 
organizations which we cannot reflect owing to the 
limitations in space. 

Meanwhile, Iraq was accused of helping the 
Zionist regime by fighting against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in a statcment released by the 
Iraqi Action (AMAL) Organization. 

The statement further condemned oy 
actions since they occurred at a time when the 
Palestinians werc requesting help from Islamic 
and Arab countrics in their struggle against the 
Zionist regime. 

Outlining the damage inflicted on the Iraqi 
nation, the o ization further condemncd those 
countries which sent mercenaries to the war fronts. 
It accused them of not supporting the Palcstinians 
and instead supporting Saddam’s regime in his fight 
against the Islamic Republic of iran. 


36 























IRAN 


IMPORTANCE OF UNITY BETWEEN POLICE, CLERGY STRESSED BY SEMINAR 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 9 Mar 82 p 12 


[Text] Yesterday morning the second joint seminar of provincial police chiefs 
and heads of political ideological sections, which had been held at the Police 
University, ended with the issue of a declaration. During the seminar's last 
day, Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani also gave a speech. According to the report of 
the IRNA reporter, the third day of the joint seminar of provincial police 
chiefs and heads of political ideological sections began with a reading from 
the Koran. 





Then Col Qodrat, chief of themunicipal police in the Sistan va Baluchistan 
Province, who had been chosen as a spokesman for the municipal police personnel 
commission, gave a statement. He asked the imam's representative in the 
Islamic Republic's municipal police to let a portion of the nation's imam's 

sea of wisdom flow into the police. 


Then Col Seyyed Ebrahim Hejazi, police chief, took the podium, answered some 
questions, and said: This seminar has had positive and fruitful results for 
us all. One result is that we have decided to hold this seminar each year. 


Hojjatoleslam Movahhedi-Kermani, the imam's representative in the police, also 
gave a speech yesterday morning. During this talk he answered some questions 
and beseeched God to let the greatest possible unity predominate in the 
military and public security forces. 


Statements of Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani, Chief of Islamic Revolution Komitehs 


Then Mohammad Reza Mahdavi-Kani, chief of the Islamic Revolution Komitehs and 
the third guest of the joint seminar of provincial police chiefs and heads of 
political ideological sections, took the podium, and gave an extensive speech. 


At the beginning of his speech, Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani asked those present to 
read the prayer for the dead in order to make the souls of martyred policemen 
happy. Then, concerning the organization of the seminar, he said: We are 
hoping to be able to increase the unity between police and clergy through the 
holding of such meetings. This is because the revolution's enemies have been 
striving to separate these two forces. 
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Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani furthermore said: In a visit I had with the revered 
imam not long ago, he spoke about several things. One thing he said was: 
"When I was in Paris I had imagined that after the Islamic revolution's 
victory I would turn the country's affairs over to non-clerical persons." It 
was even that way for a time. But when he saw that these persons could not 


manage the country's affairs, he ordered that the clergy should be at the core 
of society. 


Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani then added: I am mentioned matters which are secrets 
and documents of the revolution. Do you know that they wanted the General 
Moqgaddams and Qarehbaghis and Mehdiuns to remain alive and to even be chosen 
for positions in the Islamic Republic? But at that time it was the clergy 
who opposed them and said: If these persons are in power, the revolution 
will not last six months. 


For example, Bani-Sadr claimed that no one understood Islam to the degree he 
did. He said so many bad things to the clergy. Of course you have heard 

what he said to His Honor Ayatollah Montazeri. He also said to me: You do 
not know what Islam means, you have only memorized a few ‘issues!’ In another 
portion of his speech, Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani said: 


I hope that when we observe problems and even weaknesses in one another, we 
will keep the divine goal in mind when bringing them up, and avoid hypocrisy. 
We should not raise the problems we have in such a way as to gain an advantage. 


Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani said at the close: We have nearly 15,000 armed men in 
the capital, either from the police, the Mobilization, the Komitehs, etc. 

Yet terrorism and robbery is still even in Tehran. In my opinion the figure 
for Tehran is too high. Rut if we have more coordination and share the same 
ideas, the problems will be solved and the people will sense security, which 
is a divine phenomenon, in the society in which they live. God willing, God 
will grant us all success in our work, and make the unity between the Muslim 
forces ever firmer. Following Mahdavi-Kani's speech, an official from the 
political ideological section raised some issues, some of which met with the 
support of those present. 


Then the seminar's declaration was read, and the three-day seminar concluded. 
The declaration's text is as follows: 


In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate 

Declaration of the Nation-wide Joint Staff of Municipal Police Chiefs and 
Political Ideological Section Heads, which convened at the Poiice University 
from 6-8 March 1982: "Remember God's blessing upon you. And if you are 
enemies, unite your hearts, and you will become brothers through His blessing." 


Peace and praise to the nation's great imam, the precious martyrs, and the 
battling warriors on the fronts of sacrifice and jihad who are guarding 


independence, freedom and Islam through their combat. 


The Islamic Republic of Iran is the product of the most devout strivings and 
martyrdoms. The martyrs watered the revolution's sapling by sacrificing 


38 














their lives and property, and entrusted it to us on 11 February 1979. Now 

this precious trust has come to us who are those following the glorious caravan 
of martyrs. As the Koranic verse says: "God commands you to return to trust 
to its owners." This demand striving, struggle and zeal. Just as the nation's 
imam has continually stressed, the people have performed their duty in the 

best possible way, and therefore it is we who must repay out debt to the 
revolution and Islam in a way that Islam approves, that the blood of the 
martyrs demands, and the martyr-nourishing nation expects. 


The great mission of guidance and propaganda that the Political Ideological 
Departments have taken upon themselves in all the military and public security 
forces is a prophetic mission. It demands striving like that of the prophet's 
firm, infatigueable steps which will not fear the heaviness of responsibility 
nor the distance of the goal. 


It calls for a heart full of the light of faith and belief in the divine 
essence which will continually provide a beacon of hope in the corporeal body. 
It also demands belief in the principle that the best and most useful perfor- 
mance of duty is not possible save in the light of consultation, discussion, 
shared opinions and mutual aid. The Political Ideological Department of the 
Police of the Islamic Republic, in the course of its weighty and critical 
mission, acted to organize a seminar of officials from the police and political 
ideological central departments and sections. After three days of study and 
meetings, it announces the following six articles as its joint declarations: 


1 - We, with complete obedience to the great leader and the Governorship of 

the Jurisconsult and untainted respect for the government officials serving 

the people, have striven to extend the hand of cooperation to all the committed 
and sincere forces in order to achieve a pious system in the Islamic Republic's 
police. We condemn any kind of movement which opposes this path which please 
God. 


2 —- The Political Ideological Department of the Islamic Republic's Police has 
considered guidance and propaganda to be its fundamental role. It is striving 
to achieve a psychological revolution among the police personnel and to ideo- 
logically purify the sys-em prevailing in the police, in tandem with fundamental 
transformation. The purpose of this is to make the police system conform as 
much as possible with Islamic standards and values. 


3 - In light of the fact that the police is an organ which must be a trust- 
worthy dispenser of justice and the hope and prop of the people in eliminating 
tyranny and injustice, we therefore considered it essential to link the people 
with the police. Thus in order to destroy the wall of separation which had 
been built up between the police and the people during the years of the Idol's 
reign, we have taken a step forward, and now consider that the active and 
compassionate presence of police personnel is essential in the areas of 
alleviating social hurts and difficulties, and in struggling against the 
superpowers’ stooges. 


4 ~ We strongly request the respected brothers and officials in the police to 
approve of the ratified charter of the Political Ideological Department and 


39 

















its subordinate sections, to create the conditions needed to achieve a reorgan- 
ization, and to cooperate as necessary in estimating their financial and 
preliminary needs. 


5 - We strongly condemn the worldwide interference of the imperialists’ police 
as they try to suppress the shouts of the oppressed people demanding their 
rights. We warn the imperialists’ police of the dire consequences of crime 
and corruption. 


6 —- We deem the recent appointments in the police as examples of the unbreakable 
links between the police and revolutionary institutions. We hope that we shall 
attain success in paying our debt to our struggling, martyr-nourishing nation 
through the cooperation, unanimity and approval of police officials. 


7 - In light of the nation's imam's repeated insistence on the rule of law and 
the necessity of its reality, we ask the respected officials in the police and 
political ideological sections to act within their legal authority and neither 
to deviate from nor exceed it. 


In conclusion we beseech beneficient God for your success and victory. Peace 
be on you, God's mercy and His blessing. 


Political Ideological Section of the Police of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


9597 
CSO: 4640/207 
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TIES WITH NEUTRAL STATES--TEHRAN, (IRNA)--Majlis Deputy Hojjatoleslam Khalk- 
hali, returning from Pakistan, was interviewed Friday evening in the consulate 
of Islamic Republic of Iran in Dubai, by Persian Gulf News, Persian Gulf Time 
and Dubai TV. Regarding the relations of Iran and the Persian Gulf countries, 
he said that Iran sought good relations with those countries, but added that 
some of the countries of the region were not willing to establish such ties. 
For example he said Saudi regime has given some $12 billion aid to Saddam. 
Khalkhali remarked that this aid was not merely for the Iragi nation but 
rather was to help Iraq's war budget. Conceming the Iranian stance towards 
the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, Khalkhali said that as long as the mem- 
ber countries of this Council did not lawmch any plot against the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran, Iran would maintain correct relations with them. In response 
to a question whether Iran would participate in the Non-Aligned Conference to 
be held in Baghdad, he said that Iran did not recognize the Baghdad government 
as a legal and popular one and said that as long as Saddam was in power, Iran 
would not attend the conference. [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 29 Mar 82 

p 2) 


VOA 'ARMS RUMORS' ATTACKED--TEHRAN (IRNA)--The Voice of America, in its dif- 
ferent Persian, English and Arabic broadcasts Friday has revived its old rumor 
of US and Zionist made arms supposedly sold by the Tel Aviv to Iran. This fu- 
tile attempt is once again launched to overshadow the news of the great vic- 
tories recently achieved by the Islamic defenders of Iran in the battlefields 
of the Iraqi imposed war. At the same time it is trying to imply to those who 
have learned about the Iranian victories that these victories were the result 
of US and Zionist arms sales to Iran. It is expected that within the next 
hours other beacons of news imperialism such as the BBC, Radio Cologne Monte 
Carlo, Amman as well as the radio stations of France, the Zionist regime, 
Baghdad, Cairo and some other puppet radio stations, will widely cover this 
Tel Aviv-Washington-Baghdad oriented rumor and through these biased propaganda 
seek to discourage the Moslem people of Iraq who are preparing to topple Sad- 
dam's regime without using arms or soldiers. Earlier reports said that four 
members of Iraqi Ba'ath Party left hurriedly Kuwait. These four Iraqi busi- 
nessmen who had supplied Saddam's regime with financial aids, sold all their 
properties for leaving to Europe. Arab diplomatic sources believe that the 
rich Iraqis supporting Saddam flee as they witness the fall of Saddam's regime 
and their near probable punishments by the new future Iraqi regime. [Tehran 
TEHRAN TIMES in English 28 Mar 82 p 2] 
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NEW COAL MINE--A new coal mine with a 500-tonne daily production capacity has 
recently become operational at Babnizu, near Kerman in central Iran. At the 
opening ceremony, Hashemian, managing director of the Kerman Coal Company, 

said that the new mine would serve the needs of the Isfahan steel plant. Dur 
ing the past three months, coal production from mines in the area had increased 


from 38,000 to 65,000 tonnes a month, he added. [Text] [London 8 DAYS IN Eng- 
lish 6 Mar 82 p 57] 


CSO: 4600/385 
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APER ATTACKS SAUDI CROWN PRINCE 


LIBYA 


isondon AL-ZAHAF AL-AKHDAR in English 26 Mar 82 p 13 


‘Editorial } 


Text] 

FORA longtime now, we have all been far too lenient with 
the tribe which rules over Saudi Arabia. While we have 
»een talking reasonably with them in Riyadh, their ears 
nave been open only to the messages of Washington. 


When we asked them to help liberate Jerusalem, their 
‘nly action was to compromise Mecca. When the Leader of 
our Revolution went to meet them in past years, in 
ittempts to mediate with them over the differences which 
divided Libyans, Palestinians and other progressive 
Arabs from them, his efforts were snubbed. 


Despite all the urging, despite all the messages and 
‘elegrams which have been sent to the Saudis, pleading 
with them to serve the Arab cause and turn away from 
their deals with the enemies of the Arab Nation, the 
saudis stood firmly against us and did everything within 
their power to prevent the realisation of the Arab dream. 


So, at this point, when the Saudis have finally shown 
their hatred of progress by their conniving with the 
Americans to sabotage the economy of countries like 
Libya, we are entitled to ask, by what means might we 
successfully restore an Arab identity to the errant Saudi 
tribe? 

They have embraced all the trappings of the west, as 
well as its political notions, thus we may ask whether their 
Arab identity would be restored merely by the trappings 
of Arabism? Put bluntly, is the wearing of the koufia and 
the iqal sufficient for people to call themselves true 
Arabs? 


One way 


Clearly, there is but one way to deal with such people. In 
setting out this way, we must remember that the house of 
Saud has, ever since it took power and gave its name to 
Arabia in 1932, served the interests of foreigners. The 
Saudis have for years been a tribe of agents, com- 
missioning agents, political agents and intelligence 
agents. ale 


The power of the house of Saud originally depended 
upon the support of the British, who paid off their debt for 
the earlier service of the Saudis by helping them to usurp 
power in the country. They were then, as now, literally the 
agents of a foreign power. 


Although ‘dignified’ with titles and responsibilities, the 
few hundred men who rule Saudi Arabia are all the ser- 
vants or the agents of oil companies, foreign military mis- 
sions, overseas political interests or espionage 
organisations. 


After the demise of British colonialism, and with 
America’s limitless appetite for the precious oil that lay 
beneath Saudi Arabia, America replaced the role of the 
British. Whiie the oil resources of the Saudis should have 
permitted them to make of their country a truly inde- 
pendent state, their servile mentality prohibited any such 
move, and they were content to remain the puppets and 
agents of the Arab Nation’s worst enemy. 


Given that the agent mentality is endemic to the Saudi 
tribe, one wonders why Arabs have not always treated 
them as such. Had we treated them with the ‘respect’ 
which agent regimes deserve, then maybe we might our- 
selves have managed to recruit them as ‘agents’ for the 
Arab Nation! 

Has our intelligence service, or before it that of Nasser’s 
Egypt or Syria, ever tried this novel approach? The 
answer is no, and the reason why is simple. 


It never entered our minds that we should be able to 
recruit a prince or a king, especially from a family which 
claims such a fierce bedouin ancestry, and which claims 
also a local monopoly over honour and intelligence. But 
the British and the Americans obviously never had such 
compunction. To them, the idea of recruiting a whole 
royal family to serve their interests one way or another 
was natural. 


Thus for decades now, the Saudis have acted as the 


agents of the foreigners who would stop at nothing to con- 
trol their oil wealth. Anyone who doubts the truth of this 
should recall Reagan’s remarks about not letting Saudi 
Arabia become ‘another Iran’. 


In the light of this, and the impact which Saudi treason 
has had upon the rest of the Arab Nation, we may ask 
ourselves the not totally light-hearted question, what 
would have happened if Crown Prince Fahd had been our 
agent, and not that of the Americans? Where would the 
Arab world stand if Fahd had served Arab, rather than 
American interests? 
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Open surrender 


We may say at once that the present conflict over the 
Saudi flooding of world markets with cheap oil would 
never have taken place. But we may also say more.than 
this. For without Saudi financial support, many of the 
industries of the US would not survive the current reces- 
sion — these include war industries. 


Coupled with the diplomatic weight of an Arabia com- 
mitted to Arabism, it is not too much to say that perhaps 
the Lebanon would now be enjoying peace and security, 
that car bombs would not be exploding in Beirut and 
Damascus and that AWACS planes would not be able ty 
assist the enemy strike at Baghdad. 


Had Fahd been ‘our’ agent, rather than ‘theirs’, the his- 
tory of the last few years would certainly have been very 
different. But it was not to be. Arab money resides in 
vaults in California, Switzerland and London, rather than 
in Algeria or Yemen. The Saudis, not content with launch- 
ing their own struggle against the Libyan Jamahiriya on 
the Americans’ behalf, teeter on the verge of open sur- 
render to Zionism. ' 


In such circumstances, we may ask ourselves whether it 
will always be this way, whether the Saudis may not one 
de~ be won over to our side, become ‘our’ agents? The 
an.wer is perhaps provided by the current joke which 
says that Fahd’s is the most expensive human head in 
history. The reason: he has never bothered to use it. 
Because Fahd’s actions are not a joke, we may wonder 
whethe~ there is not someone in the Arab camp prepared 
to purchase that head, no matter at what price. 


CSO: 4500/143 
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LIBYA 


RATLWAY DEVELOPMENT PLANNED 
London AL-ZAHAF AL-AKHDAR in English 19 Mar 82 p 5 


(text ] He BEGINNINGS of Libya's railways can _in many cases into serious disrepair after 


be traced back to the Italian colonial period, 
when the railways were used as a means of 
serving the economic needs of the colonists. 
Today, Libyan railways serve the interests of 
the entire people, helping the economic 
transformation of the country. 


During the colonial period, the railways 
served the needs of the Italian settlement of 
the country and in moving military supplies 
to and fro. Railways played their part in the 
campaigns of the fascist armies against the 
Libyan freedom fighters under the lead- 
ership of men like Omar Mukhtar. 

At the time of the September Revolutionin 
1969, Libya's railways were still extremely 
limited. The bulk of the communications 
burden fell on the country’s system of roads. 
The track in existence in 1969 linked Tripoli 
with the towns of Zanzur, Sabratha and Zuw- 
ara in the west, while smaller lines linked 
the capital with El Azizia to the south and 
Tagiura just to the east of the city. 


These lines covered just a fraction of 
Tripolitania, while another pair of lines 
extended a little way out of Benghazi in 
Cyrenaica. These linked Libya’s second city 
with Suluq in the south and Al Marj to the 
east, with major stops at Benina, Ar Rajmah 
and El Abyar. This, like the lines in 
Tripolitania, covered but a fraction of 
Cyrenaica. But with the September Revolu- 
tion in 1969, came a new transport and com- 
munications policy which placed great 
emphasis upon building up alternatives to 
the heavily-used road system. 


Other counterparts 


The road system itself received great 
attention from the new authorities: new 
modern roads were built to replace many of 
the old, Italian-built roads which had fallen 


the Second World War. Towns and villages 
which previously had not been properly 
served by tarmac roads were now linked 
with other major centres. 


There were also the other counterparts to 
road and rail in the transport system. The air 
services provided by Libyan Arab Airlines 
were greatly expanded and local feeder- 
liner services established. At the same time, 
Libya’s General National Maritime Com- 
pany commissioned a whole new fleet of 
ships, including several passenger liners, 
which now ply the routes between Libya’s 
major ports. 

But although road, air and sea com- 
munications were all being developed, it 
was clear to the transport authorities that 
there were still a need for an expansion of 
Libya’s limited rail network. It is for this 
reason that the current Five-Year Trans- 


formation Plan places such emphasis upon 
the development of transport, especially 
railways. The planned links between the 
coastal cities will greatly help to reduce 
traffic on the overcrowded roads, while 
freight carried by rail will improve the links 
between production and marketing centres. 


The existing line from Tripoli to Zuwarah 
will be extended to the Tunisian border, to 
Ras Adjir. The whole length of the line will, 
by 1985, be some 170 kilometres, witha dozen 
Stations. It is currently projected that the 
construction of the extension will take some 
twenty-four months and, when completed, 
the whole line will have a capacity of five 


million passengers and ten million tonnes of 
goods per annum. 


The completion of this extension will 
greatly benefit the economic development 
and the drive to self-sufficiency of both 
Libya and Tunisia. The other line planned to 
expand rail communications in Tripolitania 
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will link Tripoli to Misurata. This will be a 
mostly brand new line, consisting of a long 
extension of the current short jine from the 
capital to Tagiura. 

With eleven stations, this line will, like tue 
line from Tripoli to Ras Adjir, have a car- 
rying capacity of five million passengers and 
ten million tonnes of goods per annum. The 
completion of these two lines will mean that 
virtually the entire coastal length of the pro- 
vince of Tripolitania will be covered by a 
railway link, for the first time in Libya’s his- 
tory. 


Other connections 


But these are nc: the only areas of expan- 
sion for Libya’s railways. Under the current 
1981-86 Five Year Transformation Plan, the 
Abu-Grain and Mussaid areas are to be 
linked by a line with a length of 1,300 
kilometres, with twenty stations. 


The intention of the current plan is to 
establish a comprehensive railway network 
covering most of the key cities and industrial 
areas «f the country. To support all this, 
however, there is an obvious need for 
trained and skilled manpower. 


Provision has been made for this in the 
current plan, and a special training plan has 
veen devised to produce personnel to fill all 
the posts which the new railway expansion 
will create. By 1985, it is anticipated that 
some 1,785 engineers and technicians will 
have been trained. 


No longer will railways in Libya conjure 
up memories of the foreign settlement of the 
country. Today’s railways are now seving 
and, with planned expansions, will serve 
even better, the economic transformation of 
the Libyan Jamahiriya into a modern, indus- 
trial state. 
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."RENCH PATROL BOATS DELIVERED 


Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT AND MEMO in English No 12, 22 Mar 82 pp 8-9 
| Text ] 


France has delivered to Libya the first of 10 missile-firing 
patrol boats ordered five years ago in a controversial 
$600 million contract, defence officials in Paris revealed 
last week. 

The patrol boat Beir Grassa was due for delivery a 
year ago, but Libyan intervention in Chad Ied to aFrench 
nalt in arms supplies to Tripoli. Five other patrol boats 
‘f the Combattante-2 class will be delivered before the 
ad of the year, and the remaining 4 vessels are currently 
indergoing sea trials. President Francois Mitterrand’s 
‘overnment lifted the embargo on arms sales to Libya in 
uly. and said it would fulfill all arms contracts signed 
ny the previous administration except those for Chile and 
South Atrica. Other annaments held up by the embargo 
included military helicopters and air-to-air missiles for 
the French Mirage aircraft. 

According to French Defence Minister Charles Hernu, 
nearly three-quarters of France's $5.6 billion arms exports 
in 198] went to North Africa and the Middle East. Mr 
Hernu told the French National Assembly's Defence 
Committee last week that the Arab countries remained 
France’s best arms clients. despite a 10 per cent drop in 
198] sales as COmmpared with!980. He suid that North 
Atrica and the Middle East accounted for §4 billion worth 
of aircraft. warships and other militan equipment or 72 
percent of total anms sales 

Meanwhile, in a related development, the French 


daily Le Monde reported last week that arms shipments 
10 Morocco have been temporarily suspended for lack of 
payments, although the French government intends to 
fulfill its contracts at a future date. “Bad payers” who 
have suffered suspension of shipments in the past include 
Libya and Morocco itself. Mr Hernu, when questioned 
by Lr Monde, declined to comment on the type of arms 
shipments being suspended of their cost. 
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BOOK TREATS OIL REVENUE USE 


London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 p 66 


{Text ] 


gw Anybody attempting to write seriously 
"= about Libya today is confronted by two 
difficulties. First, the necessity of disting- 
ushing between rhetoric and reality and 
obtaining reliable information and, second, 
the fear of offending the Libyans by criticising 
their regime. Together these difficulties can 
easily produce vague and dishonest writing of 
little or no value to the reader. 

Drawing upon first-hand knowledge of 
Libya over many years, coupled with pain- 
staking analysis of statistics, Dr Allan has 
managed to overcome both problems and 
provide a very solid base upon which to build 
his own shrewd commentary. His criticisms of 
both pre and post-revolutionary Libya are 
trenchant where necessary, but they clearly 
spring from concern for Libya rather than any 
particular political standpoint. The text is 
thoroughly readable, often quotable, and is 
supported by 100 figures and tables. 

The author’s work on Libyan agriculture is 
well known, and it is no surprise that some of 
the most important and authoritative sections 
are those dealing with agriculture. It is also in 
this area that Libya may have lessons to pass 
on to other oil-rich states in the Middle East. 
Capital simply cannot be made to substitute 
for basic resources of soil and water, or for 
good management. 

After the revolution of 1969 the rate of 
investment in agriculture was increased to 
disastrous levels, without any regard for the 
environmental consequences. As a result the 
water table under the coastal plain, particular- 
ly in the Gefara, has fallen perhaps irretriev- 
ably. Vast areas of marginal land have been 
ploughed up, without producing reasonable 
crops, while the semi-natural rangelands they 
once supported have been ruined. 

Even one of Libya’s best-publicised agri- 
cultural schemes at Kufrah is spectacular to 
look at, but economically nonsense. In 1977 





grain produced in the desert at Kufrah using 
fossil underground water cost between 10 and 
20 times the world grain price. One reason for 
this and other unsuccessful ventures has much 
to do with the consulting community: “there 
has been a tendency in Libya to place a filter 
on the selection of consultants, a filter that 
allows through those that bear good news 
about the potential of some marginal or hazar- 
dous combination of natural resources.” Else- 
where in the Middle East “a misleading gla- 
mour has been attributed to making the desert 
bloom,” but Libya’s expensive failures should 
warn against heavy investment in agriculture 
without proper evaluation of the ecological 
consequences. 

It would be a mistake to draw too many 
lessons from the experience of Libya to apply 
in other oil-rich states. There are major differ- 
ences, not least being a style of government 
which is socialist in spirit and democratic in 
principle but in practice dominated by one 
man, Colonel Qaddafi. 

One of Dr Allan's aims is to compare the 
use of oil revenues under the monarchy with 
their use since the revolution of 1969. The 
overall balance sheet is complex with both 
success and failure evident under both admi- 
nistrations. Oil revenues were certainly not 
wholly mis-spent before 1969, and some of the 
revolutionary criticisms on these lines are not 
supported by the facts. Thus the rate of social 
and economic development has scarcely 
changed since oil revenues began in 1961. 

The revolutionary government has invested 
greater sums in agriculture and industry and 
initiated a wise policy of oil conservation. 
There has been far heavier spending on 
education, health and housing, which must be 
counted among Colonel Qaddafi’s most not- 
able achievements. Attempts to redistribute 
wealth have probably been quite successful, 
though there is little statistical evidence avail- 
able to support this view. 

Indeed, the author concludes by saying 
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ihat, whatever Colonel Qaddafi’s shortcom- 
ings may be, “it would be unfortunate ... if 
certain features of courageous consistency 
ere not remembered, namely the way in 
which distributive socialist policies were pro- 
fessed and implemented throughout the 
1970s.” 

In most other respects. however, there is a 
great discrepancy between rhetoric and reality 
in Libya. Political change has produced neith- 
er democracy nor genuine participation, but a 
progressive reduction in personal freedom. 
The virtual elimination of the private sector in 
urban property and industry has been re- 
placed by a system of state monopoly sup- 
posedly eschewed by the revolution. 

Dr Allan’s forthright analysis of Colonel 
Qaddafi'’s celebrated Green Book makes de- 
pressing reading. The three slim volumes of 
the Green Book (the first appeared in 1976) 
may have had little direct impact in Libya, but 
they reveal the confused thinking of a man 
whose ideas affect the lives of two million 
people. Dr Allan gives many examples of the 
inconsistency and naivety of the Green Book 
arguments but he reserves some of his 
strongest words for Colonel Qaddafi’s econo- 
mic analysis: “one is at once dismayed by the 
naivety and angered at the effrontery of the 
Libyan leader in publishing such incomplete 
and ill-informed argument and then to expect 
to have it takenseriously.” Certainly in respect 
of information and argument, Dr Allan has 
set a good example. Gerald Blake 
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BRITISH ANNOUNCE CONTRACTS DURING SULTAN'S VISIT 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 12, 22 Mar 82 pp 3-4 


[Text ] The state visit to Britain of Sultan Qaboos bin Said o! 
Oman has been marked by a carefully controlled evr 
losion, a lot of flags and a lot of publicity about a pre- 
viously awarded contract. The /imancial Times an- 
nounced with great fanfare that) Britain's Cementation 
had just won one of the largest overseas contracts to be 
uwarded to a single British company: construction of a 
£215 millon ($390 milion) university complex near 
Muscat. 

In fact, the contract was awarded last October, with 
Cementation being joined by another British company, 
YRM International, which specialises in designing edu- 
cational facilities. All that happened in March was that 
the Sultan- a man who knows how to timc his gestures- 
formally announced approval of the university project 
as a whole. 

Actual building work is to start in April, and the 
project will take four years to compkte. The university 
will cover about 25,000 acres, and will serve 2,700 stud- 
ents. Accommodation for 500 staff is included, while 
equipment will include language laboratories and com- 
puters. 

Cementation has built the Medinat Qaboos town- 
ship near Muscat, as well as the royal guest house. Its 
contract is likely to be followed by other orders for 
British firms, notably a £50 million ($90 million) order 
for turbine generators to go to John Brown Engineering. 

Britam s Minister of State for industry Kenneth 
Baker learned of the need for additional generating plant 
in Oman during a visit there with a group of British bus- 
inessmen last September. Ewbank and Partners acted as 
consultants and financial commitments for the plant 
were made last autumn. This enabled Oman to obtain 
export credits at rates which prevailed internationally 
prior to a general rise in November. The export credits 
will carry interest at 8.5 per cent for cight and a half 
years and were arranged by London bankers Morgan 
Grenfell. The same bankers arranged financing for the 
Cementation contract. 
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The state visit has generally gone well. The only 
person who feels sore about it is the unfortunate owner 
of a battered Renault who parked it illegally on Pall 
Mall-the main processional route to Buckingham palace. 
The police took no chances and simply blew it up in case 


it was a bomb. 
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COMMERCIAL TIES INCREASING WITH PRC 


SAUDI ARABIA 


London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 p 37 


[Text ] 


ge. Although officials in Taper do not admit 
‘= it. Taiwan is concerned about reports of 
closer relations between Saudi Arabia and 
China 

Saudi Arabia is Taiwan's major supplier of 
petroleum. and maintains diplomatic relations 
with the nationalist Chinese regime. recognis- 
ing it as the government of the Republic of 
China. The governments enjoy a close rela- 
tionship and Saudi Arabia has provided oil to 
Taiwan on concessionary terms. An important 
element in the Saudi-Taiwan relationship has 
been the mutua! anti-communism of the two 
regimes 

In recent months. however. there has been 
speculation that the Saudis have responded to 
overtures from mainland China, and that the 
two countries may be moving towards the 
establishment of some forms of official te. 

Beijing 1s also said to be trying “soccer 
diplomacy. The two countnes’ national teams 
plaved in a World Cup football qualifving 
match in Kuala Lumpur in November. The 
leader of the Saudi soccer delegation was 
Prince Fahd bin Sultan bin Abdul aziz. The 
Chinese national team is scheduled to play 
fnendly matches in Riyadh and other Saudi 
cities, followed by a visit to mainland China 
by the Saudi national team. 

China has been a consistent supporter of 
the PLO, and despite ups and downs, has had 


a close relationship with Yasser Arafat. who 
paid a visit to China in November and came 
out in favour of the Fahd Plain in statement: 
during his tour of the Far East. 

China is keen to get Saudi recognition and 
to establish political and economic relations. 
Although last year the Saudis removed restnc- 
tions from imports of goods marked “Made in 
tne People’s Republic of China.” Beijing has 
had only a4 minimal share of the lucrative 
Saudi market for consumer goods. Politically. 
both China and Saudi Arabia share a common 
view of the Soviet threat. They agree on a 
number of Third World issues and hold a 
strong position on Palestinian self- 
determination. 

However. the Saudis maintain an inflexible 
Opposition to communism. Riyadh has no 
diplomatic relations with anv communist 
country, asserting that communism’s anti- 
religious character 1s unacceptable to its own 
Islamic traditions. The Saudi ambassador to 
Taiwan was quoted on Saudi National! Dav as 
saving, “@®audi Arabia will never establish 
diplomatic relations with Peking or other 
communist countnes. Communism 1s against 
religion and against a free way of life.’ 

However, it has been reported that the 
Saudi authorities would be prepared to have 
international links throughout the world with 
any other country. even if diplomatic relations 


has not been established. It is emphasised, further, that the Islamic world 
would benefit from having a plurality of partners and sympathisers. 


Saudi Arabia's recent moves on China may also be the result of concem about 
China's many millions of Muslims. Chinese Muslim imams recently wrote a let- 
ter to the Saudi-based Rabetat al Alam e Islami (Muslim World League), calling 
for interest in their conditions by Saudi Arabia and other Islamic countries, 
now that the Chinese authorities are providing better opportunities for reli- 
gious expression. While China will not allow interference in its internal 
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affairs, cooperation between intermational Islamic organisations and "patri- 
otic Muslim bodies" inside the country is likely to be acceptable. Already, 
the authorities have allowed the Islamic Association in Guanzhou (Canton) to 
seek funds from Arab sources for the building of an Islamic Centre on the site 
of the country's oldest mosque - the legendary Saad bin Abu Waqgas tomb. 


Saudi Arabia has continued “business as usual" with Taiwan, but the national- 
ist regime is now seeking ties with Indonesia, which does not recognise the 
Republic of China and broke off diplomatic relations with the People's Re- 
public after the fall of Sukamo. 


Even if there is a change in relations between Saudi Arabia and China, it is 
unlikely that Riyadh will give up its economic ties with Taipei. The mainland 
Chinese may, however, offer a better business altermative, and the Saudis may 
find it expedient to revise the concessionary terms under which oil presently 
flows to Taiwan. 
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BANGLADESH GRANTED $150 MILLION 


London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 pp 46-47 


[Text } 


CSO: 


4400/200 


Bangladesh 1s to receive an 

emergency $150m grant from 
Saudia Arabia to help tide it over 
the severe economic crisis which 
has followed last year’s political tur- 
moil and drought. 

Saudi Arabia had originally com- 
mitted $100m to meet part of the 
country’s balance of payment diffi- 
culties, but this amount was in- 
creased during a recent three-day 
visit to the Kingdom by Bangladesh 
President Abdus Sattar. 

Another outcome of the visit was 
a decision by the two governments 
to set up a joint investment cor- 
poration to promote investment in 
Bangladesh. A proposal ts already 
under consideration for the estab 
lishment of such a body with an 
authorised capital of SRIO00m 
($117.3m) 

As an immediite follow-up. a 
six-member delegation from. the 
Saudi Fund for Development 
(SED) headed by its Vice- 
Chairman and Managing Director, 
Mohammad Abdullah al Sugair. vi- 
sited Dacca to identify avenues for 
increasing Saudi economic assist- 
ance. During a three-day stay in the 
Bangladesh capital. the delegation 
signed a $86m loan for a urea ferts- 
liser project to be set up near the 
port city of Chittagong. This soft 
loan wall provide a substantial part 
of the project's foreign exchange 
component 

The SED. which now has a capit- 
al of $7.3bn. has so far committed 
nearly $30m for six development 
projects in Bangladesh Altogether, 
12 projects are under study, in the 
helds of agriculture, flood control, 
innigation, technical traiming and 
para-medical centres. Al Sugair 
confirmed during his stay that he 
would recommend that the Fund's 
board be more sympathetic to the 
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requirements of Bangladesh so that 
it gets a “reasonable chunk of SFD 
loans.” These loans are not tied and 
are extended for a period of 20 
years, including five years grace. 
They include a grant element of 
more than 0) per cent. 

Under the first SFD assistance 
programme. signed in 1977, four 
projects in Bangladesh received 
$150m. Of this $50m went to rail- 
ways rehabilitation, $30m to the 
Joypurhat limestone project, $20m 
to the Madhvpara hardrock mining 
project and $50m to a fertiliser pro- 
ject. In 1979, the Fund approved 
two more loans — $10.10 million for 
the railways and $17.98m for low 
lift irrigation pumps. 

The SFD. however, is only one 
channel for Saudi aid. In 1974, for 
example. Bangladesh received a 
$10m flood relief grant from Saudi 
Arabia through the United Na- 
tions. Other Saudi assistance to 
Bangladesh since then has included 
$60m in 1979 for balance of pav- 
ment support. $42m for purchase of 
fertilisers and $25m as food grant to 
meet the food crisis in 1979 follow- 
ing a severe drought 

The country’s urgent need for 
such funds 1s evident in its foreign 
exchange reserves which have fal- 
len to an unprecedented low. Bang- 
ladesh is highly dependent on im- 
ported oul, which absorbs nearly &5 
per cent of total export earnings. 
Exports of jute, meanwhile. consti- 
tute 6(' per cent of foreign exchange 
earnings but are badly affected by 
unstable prices. Despite this. the 
International Monetary Fund has 
suspended Bangladesh's SDR en- 
titlements. As a result, for the first 
trme in its history. Bangladesh had 
to resort to short-term borrowing at 
high interest rates from foreign 
banks to overcome the financial 
strain 
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INDUSTRY DIVERSIFICATION UNDERWAY 


London ARABIA in English No 7, Mar 82 pp 42-43 


(Te xt ] 


With three of its 10 major pro- 

#” yects due to come on stream 
during the first half of next vear 
(and the remainder before the end 
of 1985S). the Saudi Basic Industries 
Corporation (Sabic) 1s preparing to 
move on. In its new phase of activ- 
ity. Sabic will be planning a number 
of additional. smaller schemes. sell- 
ing off its shares in the 10 big 
ventures to private Saudi enter- 
prises. and concentrating on 
Saudising its labour force. 

The industrial ptojects scheduled 
to come into operation in 1983 are 
the iron and steel complex. the che- 
mical grade methanol plant and the 
urea fertiliser factory. all at Jubail. 
Contracts for each of these were 
signed in 1979. the foreign partners 
involved being Korf-Stahl of West 
Germany. a Mitsubishi-led 
Japanese consoruum and Tuiwan 
Fertiliser Company respectively. 

Sabic’s Vice-Chairman and Man- 
aging Director, Abdulaziz al Zamil 
told Arabia in Rivadh last month 
that construction work on all pro- 
jects 1s on schedule. This is partly 


due to the modular construction 
method adopted in certain cases, 
whereby prefabricated units are 
built in the industrialised countries 
and are fitted on site, reducing the 
manpower requirement by about 40 
per cent. 

The start-up of the steel, metha- 
nol and fertiliser plants will be fol- 
lowed fairly promptly, in al Zamil’s 
words, “within the next two years,” 
by the sale of up to 75 per cent of 
Sabic’s shares to Saudi individuals. 

Pointing to the earlier Safco ferti- 
liser project in the Eastern Pro- 
vince, which had a sufficiently pro- 
fitable year in 1981 to distribute 
high dividends, al Zamil admitted 
that Safco had had a slow start. 
“But,” he said. “people can now see 
that projects based on gas do have a 
large potential. These projects are 
based on a very important national 
resource — gas - and we want as 
many people in Saudi Arabia as 
possible to own shares in Sabic.” 

For this reason, he added. there 
would be a limit to individual share- 
holdings. A maximum figure of 
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SK1m ($0.29m) has been discussed 
but the limit could be lower still. Al 
Zamil pointed out that over- 
subscription would automatically 
limit shareholdings and public 
issues of bank shares in the King- 
dom had. in some cases. been as 
much as 17 times over-subscribed. 
As the law stands. only Saudi 
nationals will be entitled to buy 
Sabic shares but the idea of wide- 
ning eligibility to all Gulf nationals 
has been proposed. 

Although Sabic will have its 
hands full over the next four years 
al Zamil confirmed that the cor- 
poration will be looking into other 
possible projects. Fur instance. the 
author of a new study of the Saudi 
economy about to be published by 
the Economist Intelligence Unit in 
London believes that offshore gas 
gathering facilities now being instal- 
led could be used to provide feed- 
stock for a whole new generation of 


basic "building-block" 
petrochemical plants. 


In the meantime, Sabic is already considering three downstream petrochemical 


projects. 
plastics industry and polystyrene for furniture manufacturers. 


Two of these would service local industries, producing PVC for the 


The third 


would be export-oriented, using ethanol and butane to make a substance called 
MTBE which is used to improve the octane content in petrol. 


In addition plans are under discussion for a "support project, to product in- 


dustrial gases needed by plants now under construction. 


Whereas this project 


could be implemented by 1985, work on the other three is more likely to be 


spread over the period 1984-87. 


On the question of another fertiliser plant, however, al Zamil says: 


"To be 


quite frank, we had many offers from many countries to establish a third, 
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fourth and fifth fertiliser plant. We know the potential is there and the 
market is there but it would be better and wiser for us to at least finish 
Our second plant and get it on stream first." 


As for manpower, al Zamil says his attitude has changed from pessimism to 
optimism. He says the number of Saudis recruited has exceed targets; in the 
past four-and-a-half years 2,000 have been attracted to join Sabic by a pack- 
age of incentives including not only pay but housing, health care and promo- 
tion possibilities. Altogether 8,000 workers will be required to operate and 
maintain Sabic's 10 big plants and Sabic's Managing Director is confident that 
the policy of maximising Saudi staff can be achieved. 
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BRIEFS 


MANPOWER TECHNICAL EXPERTISE SOUGHT--A West German-Saudi economic commission 
under the joint chairmanship of the Federal Republic's Economics Minister Otto 
Lambsdorff and the Kingdom's Finance Minister Sheikh Mohammed Abalkhail has 
discussed in Bonn the possibilities of expanding economic cooperation between 
the two countries. Saudi Arabia is particularly interested in the technical 
expertise West Germany can provide to improve the quality of their native man- 
power. One third of West Germany's crude oil comes from Saudi Arabia and the 
total value of trade between them was DM14.2bn (about $6.5bn) in 1980. De- 
spite stiff competition from Japan, German goods are popular in Saudi Arabia. 
Goods valued at DM3.7bn were exported to the Kingdom in the first eight months 
of 1981. About 230 German companies are permanently represented in Saudi 
Arabia and more firms are planning to set up offices there. German direct 
investment in the Kingdom already a-ounts to DM130bn and a new company, the 
Saudi-German Development and Investment Company, has been established in Ri- 
yadh to encourage such investment. [Text] [London ARABIA in English No 7, 

Mar 82 p 40] | 


TRADE SURPLUS REPORTED--Saudi Arabia enjoyed a trade surplus of some SR 286 
billion ($83.6 billion) in 1981. Exports rose by 12 per cent to SR 405 bil- 
lion ($120 billion), while imports increased to SR 119 billion ($35 billion), 
a rise of 19 per cent, according to statistics released recently by the coun- 
try's Finance Ministry. The figures, which were published by the official 
Saudi Press Agency, showed that Saudi Arabia exported to Japan goods worth SR 
69 billion ($20 billion). Exports to the US totalled SR 53 billion ($16 bil- 
lion), followed by France with SR 38 billion ($11 billion), Italy with SR 28 
billion ($8 billion) and The Netherlands with SR 22 billion ($6 billion). The 
US was the leading exporter of goods to Saudi Arabia with SR 25 billion ($7 
billion) worth. Next came Japan, whose exports totalled SR 22 billion ($6 
billion) and West Germany with SR 1l billion ($3 billion). Saudi Arabia, the 
world's biggest oil exporter, maintained its oil output at around 10 billion 
b/d during most of last year. The ceiling was cut to 8.5 million b/d in Nov- 
ember and a furtehr reduction to 7.5 million b/d was announced last week. 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 12, 22 Mar 82 p 8] 
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EVENTS IN SOUTHERN SUDAN DISCUSSED 
Amnesty Sudan Protests 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 221, 15 Feb 82 p 32 
[Article: Statement by Shaqi Mulasi, secretary general of Amnesty Sudan] 


[Text] We received the following from Amnesty Sudan: Amnesty Internation, 
on 14 January 1982, issued a statement about the arrest of several southern 
leaders. Here is the text: 


Sudan: Clement Mboro 
Samuel Aru Bol 
Joseph Oduho 
Maikol Wal 
Marten Majier Jay 


On 22 December 1981, the Council of South Sudanese Unity, which was recently 
formed, sent a letter to President Numayri, protesting his decision to divide 
the southern region into three regions. They made it clear that this violated 
the Addis Ababa agreement of 1972. They claimed that members of that council's 
committee, including President Clement Mboro, Vice President Samuel Aru, and 
Secretary General Joseph Oduho were arrested at the airport by the security 
appartus and thrown into Kubr prison, without being permitted any contacts. 
After that, the authorities tried to arrest another 100 of the council's 
members, but that was prevented by demonstrations that occurred in all districts 
of the South, where news reports indicated that regular army forces had fired 
on civilians in Waw, Bahr al-Ghazal, and killed three children. 


President Numayri released most of the imprisoned members of the committee, 
but at least five members are still being detained without charges or trial, 
as specified in state security laws. Amnesty International considers them to 
be "prisoners of conscience" and all of the detainees are members of the 
Sudanese Socialist Union (the sole ruling party). Up until 5 October 1981, 
when President Numayri issued his unexpected order to disolve the regional 
parliament, those persons, except for Maikol Wal, were members of that 
parliament. 


The matter requires: Sending telegrams or letters stating the sender's 
concern over the continued arrest of these persons without charges, and that 
they are "prisoners of conscience" who were arrested because they peaceably 
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expressed their political views. Demand their release immediately, or 
direct specific charges against them, and permit them to meet with their 
families and lawyers at once. 


Address the messages and telegrams to: 


His Excellency, Field Marshal Ja‘afar Muhammad Numayri, President of the 
Republic, 


Dr Hassan al-Turabi, public prosecutor 
Major Gen ‘Umar Muhammad al-Tayyab, director of security 


Copy to: 1. The Lawyers Trade Union 
2. The diplomatic mission in the sender's country 


Amnesty Sudan joins voices with Amnesty International and demands the 

immediate release of those arrested persons, as well as all the detained 
political prisoners and trade unionists inside the jails of Sudan. The news 
from Sudan indicates that the security authorities have arrested many citizens, 
headed by Professor Ahmad Khayr al-Muhammi, al-Hajj Mudhwa, Dr 'Uthman 'Abd 
al-Nabi, Dr Mubarek al-Fadhil Shaddad, and Muhi al-Din 'Uthman. It is also 
rumored that the authorities arrested all those who accompanied the corpse 

of the martyr al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi for 2 hours, and then released then, 
only to re-arrest them 2 days later. It is also rumored that there is a long 
list of names of persons who are candidates for detention. 


Moreover, news from Sudan states that a number of martyrs fell in several | 
Sudanese cities, as a result of security forces firing on peaceful demonstra- | 
tors. 


Amnesty Sudan implores the conscience of the world and its bodies and 
organizations to take the initiative on behalf of stopping the campaigns of 
detention and murder that the Sudanese regime is pursuing, and to release all 
the political prisoners and trade unionists that are languishing in its jails. 


Numayri's Southern Policies Criticized 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 222, 22 Feb 82 p 13 


(Statement by Clement Mboro and Joseph Oduho: "Why Does Numayri Violate the 
Addis Ababa Agreement?"'] 


[Text] Why is Numayri trying to partition the southern provinces? This is a 
violation of what he agreed to and signed in the February 1972 Addis Ababa 
agreement. In both cases, the agreement and the violation, it cannot be a 
coincidence that his purpose in both instances was the security of his regime, 
in disregard of Sudan's security. The agreement, which did not differ in 
essence from what the parties had agreed to regarding self-rule for southern 
Sudan, within the framework of the round-table conference of 1964, was 
accepted by all the parties in the interests of Sudanese unity. Today, when 
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the regime violates it, that proves that it puts its interests above the 
interests of the nation. All Sudanese oppose this, both in the South and the 
North. In this regard, the southern brothers sent a memorandum to the current 
president of the Organization of African Unity in Nairobi. It was signed by 
two of the South's leaders. The following is its text, thanks to freedom of 
the press. 


The memorandum, which was signed by "the leaders of the Council of Unity of 
South Sudan," states that the southerners in Sudan fought for 16 long years 
before they sat down at the round table in Addis Ababa in 1965, during the 
reign of Emperor Haile Selassie. They carefully studied with the representa- 
tives of Khartoum the issue of stopping the fighting, in exchange for self- 
government for the southern region, after they tried repeatedly to slip the 
idea of three regional governments through. 


Thus in 1965 conference, while the southerners insisted on electing the head 
of their government, the northern delegates insisted on the president of 

the republic choosing the governors of the three autonomous regions in the 
South. However, "settlement" occurred when the Khartoum regime yielded to the 
southern demands in 1972. Peace came to Sudan. The documents of the agree- 
ment were filed with the OAU, the Government of Ethiopia, the World Council 

of Churches and other international organizations. 


fhe statement continues: About 10 years after the peace, South Sudan returns 
to the brink of collapse and disaster, because "president" Ja'afar Numayri 
and Joseph Lagu have joined together to terminate the Addis Ababa agreement 
and to partition the southern region of Sudan into two or three parts. If 
this matter is done, it will be against the will of the majority of citizens, 
and will constitute a breach of the permanent constitution, articles pertain- 
ing to the southern provinces and the laws of regional self-rule of 1972. 


The ruling Khartoum regime has taken serious steps. It has dissolved the 
People's Regional Assembly, in order to bring in a number of new elected 
people less representative of the South than the dissolved assembly. In 

that way, it gained a majority of votes permitting, or rather, achieving, 

a change that was not intended by the law. It brings in a northern majority-- 
including merchants--who are for the most part northern! This insures 28 
delegate votes of the original 151, and they form a fifth of the total assem- 
bly members. Accordingly, the regime's plan is succeeding, and the South 

can be partitioned by a majority of three-fourths of the votes. 


The statement goes on to say: The regime in Khartoum has dissolved the 
Regional People's Assembly, which was popularly elected, and has dissolved 
the legally elected government. This makes any elected that is held--if one 
is held--in the South suspect and one in which the southerners will have no 
confidence. They will not consider it to be legal. 


All the people of the South stand opposed to this act of his, even Joseph Lagu 
recognized that. However, "president" Numayri is inclined to apply it. 
Therefore, we are expressing our legitimate fear about his partition schemes. 
This has compelled us to write to the OAU, in order to inform them about this 
act which violates the permanent constitution in Sudan and the self-rule laws 
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of 1972. This is what we opposed in 1965, and we will continue to differ 
with the North in the person of Numayri and his advisors. Therefore, we 
implore the organization--says the statement--to intervene and work to pre- 
vent "president" Numayri from carrying out new provocations against the 
citizens of the Southern Region. 


of the South. 
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SUDAN 


ARAB SOCIALIST BA'TH PARTY STATEMENTS 
Student Protest 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 221,15 Feb 82 p 32 
[Article: Statement of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, Sudan Region] 


[Text] One Arab nation...with a glorious mission 
The students' battle is the people's battle 

The students’ blood is the people's sacrifice 

In the name of God, the Magnificent, the Merciful 
"Do not count those who are killed in God's service; 
they will be resurected when their lord blesses them" 
Oh, Our struggling masses: 

The bullets of treachery and terror thundered against 
the heroic students’ demonstrations by the university 
students who proved that they truly belong to the 
people and the country, after they broke with the 
fraternal federations which are clients of the regime 
of the murderer Numayri. Their shouts rent the skies: 
"The students' battle is the people's battle; the 
students’ blood is the people's sacrifice." 


"Abd al-Mun'im Yusef, a student at the business college, University of Cairo, 
Khartoum branch, was martyred, a new Koreishite sired by the student movement, 
in order to awaken determination and to ignite the popular revolution against 
the client regime of hunger and terror. Other students suffered wounds. 


The popular uprising that has been occurring in most of our cities and villages 
for several months, and in which the masses are allied with the students in 
blood, has been strengthened and magnified in power with the entry of univer- 
sity students into the national battle, after a long absence. This could 
provide progressive and mature leadership for all the Sudanese students, 
intensifying the noose around the neck of the collapsing May regime, which 

long ago lost any justification for remaining in power. This requires expand- 
ing the circle of popular uprisings to include all popular forces including 

the regular army forces, as a principle condition to find a progressive, 
democratic way out of the national crisis. 


Achieving this historic accomplishment requires a stubborn struggle to expose 
and isolate the collapsing forces in the leadership of the trade union movement 
and the political fascist and reactionary forces, those forces which have tied 
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their fate to the regime of the murderer Numayri, and who have become tools 

in his hand to sabotage the masses’ movement and subjugate the people. More- 
over, al-Turabi's gangs, which are clients of the regime of hunger and terror, 
have been working to isolate the students' movement in the universities from 
the issues and struggles of the people. The opportunists in the trade union 
movement are trying to isolate it from the students’ movement, for the purpose 
of blocking, encircling and aborting the popular uprising, claiming that the 
students’ movement was not in solidarity with the trade unions when they 
declared the strikes, and subjecting them to terrorist campaigns. This is 

the logic of opportunists and saboteurs, because the university federations, 
led by al-Turabi's gang, just as the general federation of workers, officials 
and engineers, are nothing more than tools in the hands of the murderer Numayri 
and his comical cartoon regime. The student uprising has not broken out as an 
expression of the students’ special demands, but as an expression of the 
rejection by the masses of our people of the May regime, which has sold out 

the nation and has plundered the people's power. The best proof of that was 
the students’ shouts of "the students’ blood is the people's sacrifice; the 
students' battle is the people's battle; rebellion by popular demand; America, 
the Arab people will trample you and your money; resign, oh client." 


The students of the University of Cairo, Khartoum branch, also shouted anti- 
federation slogans, making it clear that their federation was a client of 

the regime of the murderous Numayri, while the student movement is in the 
forefront of the people's struggle for freedom and progressive social justice. 


fhe Arab Socialist Ba'th Party calls on the masses of workers, official and 
engineers to join with the students in breaking away from their client 
federations and expose the vicious propaganda aimed at shattering the people's 
front fighting against the regime of hunger and terror. The students, who are 
making sacrifices including martyrdom, are fighting for all the masses, includ- 
ing the regular army forces which are used by the May gang to suppress the 
students and the people. 


The effects of the economic deterioration have been strongly reflected on all 
sections of the people, except the few corrupt profiteers and parasitic 


Ca} Ltai ists. 


The critical situation that our country is now in requires all national and 
pan-Arab progressive political forces to unite in a minimum program to strengh- 
en and escalate the people's struggle to overthrow the reactionary, client 
regime and to block the spurious alternatives connected with the schemes of 


foreign powers. 


Until eternity, Oh ‘Abd al-Mun'im Yusef, we will carry on, whether in martyrdom 
Or victory. 


Arab Socialist Ba'th Party 
Khartoum, 7 January 1982 
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Statement From Ba'thist Students 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 222, 22 Feb ® p 12 


[Text] The students" battle--the people's battle. 
The martyr ‘Abd al-Mun'im Yusef will remain a 
symbol of the students’ movement. 


The Ba'thist, Federalist and Nassirist students, and the National Front of 
Cairo University, Khartoum Branch, as well as the Independent, Democratic, 
Ba'thist and Federalist student movement of Cairo University, have broken with 
the fraternal federations which are clients of the regime of the murderer 
Numayri. The students led thunderous demonstrations, which put them at the 
heart of the popular uprising that have erupted throughout the country against 
authority, subjugation and terror. The university students, by this heroic 
stance, have declared themselves to be with the masses and their unlimited 
preparedness to do and give on behalf of overthrowing the murderous Numayri's 
client and reactionary regime, and to build a politically independent, soci- 
ally and economically progressive, modern, contemporary Sudan, free of all 
forms of imperialist and foreign domination. Our national struggle is connec- 
ted with the progressive, pan-Arab World. After hours of thunderous student 
demonstrations, expressing the integrity and truth of the people's issues, 
while avoiding in their peaceful procession all anarchic acts, the bullets of 
treachery and terror were fired at the breasts of the students and masses 
participating in the demonstration, led by the railway workers. ‘Abd al-Mun'im 
Yusef, a student at Cairo University, Khartoum Branch, fell dead. A number of 
other students were also seriously wounded. These treacherous bullets were 
tired deliberately and on the prior orders of the murderer Numayri, because 
his forces fired at three different locations in the heart of Khartoum, in 
desperate attempts to intimidate the students and people, and to subject them 
to the authority of the dictatorial regime, which has sold out the country and 
robbed the people of power. This terrorism will only increase the determina- 
tion to continue the struggle until victory. The murderous Numayri's regime 
has hatched various forms of treachery and has, on his orders, perpetrated 
crimes of murder againsc the students and people. That is confirmed by his 
perfidious accusation against the students of the primary, secondary and high 
schools in regard to burning the people's market in Khartoum, while the regime 
itself bears the responsibility for the fire, resulting from a short in the 
electrical wiring, mis-planning of the market and a lack of rapid means of 
extinguishing the fire. However, the regime is directing its false and absurd 
charges against the students, in order to justify perpetrating crimes of 
murder and terror. 


The murderous Numayri and his supporters in security, the Ministry of Interior, 
the Public Prosecutor's Office and all those involved in this fascist, reaction- 
ary regime bear the direct responsibility for the assassination of the martyr 
"Abd al-Mun'im Yusef and the terrorist practises against the students and 
people. We swear to God that the blood of the martyr ‘Abd al-Mun'im Yusef 

and those wounded in the streets of Khartoum will not have been shed in vain, 
and the hour of reckoning for Numayri and his regime is undoubtedly coming. 
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Oh, our heroic student masses throughout the country, the students of both the 
Cairo University branch and Khartoum University have broken with the client 
tederations of the murderous regime, which were traitors to the issues of the 
Students and people on 5-6 January, considered to be an important historic 
occasion which must be remembered. To return now to the ranks of these client 
federations would be tantamount to betrayal of the people's struggle, led by 
the university students, since they are the vanguard of the national and pan- 
Arab progressive struggle and the driving force of the popular movement. 
Al-Turabi's groups will not stand idly by, but rather, will actively pursue 
their vicious methods to strangle the student movement, and to remove it from 
the middle of the street hostile to the murderous Numayri's regime into 
limited battle positions. They are plotting now to make the battle between 
the students and the university administration a substitute for the real fight 
against their fascist, reactionary regime. 


tied to the issues of the struggle and the fateful national cause. At the 
same time, they must consider the students’ union issues in their differing 
positions, or rather, those of the masses movement as a whole, as sSuitabie 
to escalate the national struggle against the regime, whose murderous presi- 
dent has recognized his failure and bankruptcy on the various political, 
economic and social levels. 


Oh, masses of heroic students, your igniting of popular uprising in Khartoun, 


Madani and the other cities and villages of Sudan, has opened a new, heroic 
page in the history of our country, bathed in the blood of the martyr 'Abd 
al-Mun'im Yusef. Their slogans have expressed profound political awareness 
and an understanding of the requirements of the battle against the regime 


of terror and famine, which requires all the popular forces to undertake 
massive uprisings day after day that ultimately will be crowned with a 
decisive victory over the regime that sold out the country and robbed the 
people of power. 


Glory and honor to the martyr ‘Abd al-Mun'im Yusef and victory for the students 
ind people's struggle to overthrown the murderous Numayri's regime and to 


puild national authority and progressive pan-Arabism. 
Khartoum 7 January 1982 

05 
CSO: 4504/2211 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


POLISARIO REPRESENTATIVE DISCUSSES WAR 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 26 Feb-4 Mar 82 p 28 


[Interview with Obeid Azizi, representative in Spain of the POLISARIO Front; 
name of interviewer, date and place not given] 


[Text] Obeid Azizi, representative in Snain of the POLISARIO Front, was 
received by the International Commission of the PCE [Spanish Communist Party] 
Central Committee. Azizi made the following statements to MUNDO OBRERO: 


"The international agencies have been calling for a peaceful solution to the 
conflict since 1975. In 1980 the idea of a referendum took shape. The chief 
problem was the presence of a foreign army occupying a large part of the 
Saharan territory. The present situation is characterized by the growing 
complexity of Moroccan politics. The king, after 6 years of war, cannot 

give up the Sahara, but within Morocco there is disagreement, and new 
solutions to the conflict are being offered: the government is far from 
achieving the unanimity on the Sahara that it had only 2 years ago. 


"In relation to the countries in the area Morocco is even more isolated. In 
1975 Mauritania supported the king. Today Algeria, Libya, Mauritania and 

Mali support the POLISARIO. Morocco is trying to solve the problem by 
negotiation through Algeria or Mauritania, avoiding contact with the POLISARIO. 
Actually those two countries always respond by saying that any solution must 
be through direct negotiation with us." 


[Question] What is the military situation? 


[Answer] From their first intention to control the entire territory, they 
went on to defend some positions and to bomb intensively what they thought 
were POLISARIO positions. Since 1980 they have been reducing the amount of 
territory under their control. At present a huge Moroccan military detachment 
protects the so-called "useful triangle." It is a group of pillboxes, trenches 
and minefields. Radar detection centers prevent any attempts at infiltration. 
The placement of the security mechanisms was made possible thanks to the 
disinterested aid of the United States. In spite of that, our units, as 
successive attacks demonstrate, have been able to penetrate the barriers 

and attack Moroccan units throughout the area of the former Spanish Sahara 

and even in southern Morocco. 


66 











Atter the attack on Guelta, the Moroccan Government tried to orchestrate a 
publicity campaign based on the sophistication of the equipment used by the 
POLISARIO. Among other things they emphasized the skill of the Saharans in 
driving tanks. They covered up the fact that those tanks, of Soviet, Austrian 
and French manufacture, had been captured, all of them, from Moroccan troops 
in successive battles. Hassan tends to lean more and more on the U.S. Army 

to help him face our offensives. 


[Question] It seems that the war is proceeding more slowly at this time. 


t TL Yy 
WnLY : 


Answer] That is partly true. The fact is, we believe we are in the last 
phase of the confrontation. We control 90 percent of the territory and the 
Moroccan troops are on the defensive. The battles now are bigger, in the 
Sense that both sides are using more combatants and more heavy weapons. In 
addition, the press does not report on these confrontations. It is silent 

on what is happening, partly because of its zeal to cover up Morocco's defeat. 
“or example, while the battle of Guelta was taking place, the press kept 
complete silence until the Moroccans began their counteroffensive, which also 
failed. Information-wise, the war appears when Morocco issues communiques. 
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